
 

St Andrew's C of E Primary School 6th 
November 

Everyone is different. Everyone is special. Everyone is our neighbour. 

 



 

It has been lovely to welcome your children back to school this week. All the classes have got 

straight back into their learning and engaged in their new topics for the term.  

You should be receiving a more detailed explanation of the learning planned for your child 

through the topic webs and letters which have also been sent out today.  

On Thursday 26th November, 8.40 - 9.00am there is an opportunity to come into school so that 

your child can share some of their learning with you (our 'book look'). In addition, this term Year 

5 parents/ carers are invited to a Friday celebration assembly to hear about their learning; every 

term a different year group will welcome their adults into school for a celebration assembly.  

Towards the end of the term, Years R, 1 & 2 will share the nativity and Years 3 & 4 will entertain 

with a Christmas play for their parents/carers. And everyone has the Christmas Fair on the 4th 

December to look forward to.  

Please see below for more key dates for this term. It promises to be an exciting term! 



Festival of Faith 

 

Today we are celebrating our Festival of Faith. The children have created some wonderful 

posters, models and pictures to show celebrations in religions that are important to them or 

that they wanted to find out more about. We are so fortunate to have such a diverse 

community and celebrate all of our differences which make us so special. It is an important time 

of learning about our neighbours and understanding more about the richness of life experiences.  

 



 

 

 



 

 

Remembrance Day 

In school, we will be having an assembly on Remembrance Day (November 11th) and holding a 

silence at 11.00am, as we do every year. Poppies are on sale from today until Wednesday 11th 

November. Children are allowed to bring in money to donate; some Year 6 children will bring 

around the poppies to each class daily in exchange for a donation. Suggested donations are: £2 

for a poppy 'bracelet', £1 for a poppy keyring; 50p for a stick on poppy. 

 



Anti-bullying Day 

 

As part of Anti-Bullying Week, we will be holding an Anti-Bullying Day on Monday 16th 

November. The theme this year is "Break the Silence" (Anti-Bullying Week 2026: Break the 

Silence) and we are exploring being a bystander, and how we can make sure everyone feels 

confident to stand up for others.  

The definition of bullying from the Anti-Bullying Alliance (ABA) is "The repetitive, intentional 

hurting of one person or group by another person or group, where the relationship involves an 

imbalance of power." We simplify this to someone doing something unkind "Several Times On 

Purpose (STOP)".  

On the day, children (and staff) are encouraged to wear odd socks to celebrate our differences 

and remind us that everyone is unique. We will have a whole-school assembly in the morning 

and each class will have an anti-bullying lesson adapted to be age-appropriate. 

Children in Need Day 

 

Having tried to carefully plan our individual/sibling school photos (Friday 13th November) to 

not clash with Children in Need day, we have failed!  

https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week-2026/anti-bullying-week-2026


St Andrew's will have our own 'Children in Need Day' on Friday 20th November (By the side of 

every child- BBC Children in Need). The school council will let us know what they would like to 

happen on this day after their next meeting.  

St Andrew's library Art competition 

This Monday in assembly, Mrs Magill introduced the Art competition for the library.  The library 

is looking for book-inspired art to decorate the library, updating the children's art currently on 

display (the last of these children have now left St Andrew's). Mrs Marsden has started the ball 

rolling with her piece of art inspired by The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis, a 

local author.  

 

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/


 

Parent workshops/ opportunities 

 

1 - Please feel free to come to the Thursday coffee mornings (8.45 - 9.30am) with Suzanne Walker, our Home School Link Worker. 
This is an opportunity to meet other parents/ carers and discuss parenting. We have several special visitors lined up for this term.   



 

2 - On Thursday 16th and Thursday 26th, there is a two-part workshop addressing Anxiety in Children, led by the Mental Health 
Support Team. Please see details in the poster below.  

Health, Safety and safeguarding  

 



Attendance 

Your child attending school is important to us - and it is important to them, both academically 

and socially. Friendships are built by regular interactions with peers and learning happens 

through a carefully planned curriculum which builds on prior knowledge to support learning.  

The government has a helpful document about how to support your child's attendance: DfE 

external document template. The picture shows how attendance percentage relates to number 

of days missed of school. We know that children can be unwell (please check the picture 'is my 

child too ill for school?') and that there are some unavoidable exceptional reasons to miss 

school (a funeral or a passport / visa renewal for example); however, it is best to keep medical 

and dental appointments outside of school time whereever possible and ensure that holidays 

are taken in our school holidays.   

 

https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2024/07/aaa-guide-for-parents-on-school-attendance-19th-Aug-version.pdf


 

School health & safety 

• Please do not allow your children to play on the equipment (including the sand pit) at 

the start and end of the day.  

• Please use the bike shed in the playground for children's bikes; the bike rails at the 

front of the school are for staff only. 

 



Dates  

 

Term dates for this academic year (2026-27) are available here. 

Class letters and topic webs have been sent home which contain information about key dates 

specific to your child's class. 

These are whole school events. 

 

Monday 2nd November - start of Autumn 2 term 

Friday 6th November - Festival of Faith (for children in school time) 

Wednesday 11th November - Remembrance Day (assembly in school time) 

Friday 13th November - Individual and Sibling photos (for children in school time) 

Monday 16th November - Anti-bullying day (for children in school time) 

Friday 20th November - St Andrew's Children in Need day  

Thursday 26th November, 8.40 - 9.00am - Parent/carer book look & non-uniform day for 

tombola 

Friday 27th November - INSET day (no children in school) 

Monday 30th November - St Andrew's Day (for children in school time) 

Tuesday 1st December - Big Christmas Sing (for choir), 5.30pm concert 

Friday 4th December, 3.30-5.30pm - Christmas Fair (for parents/carers & children)  

https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/2D0AFDA35F0D0FEF30418062C2095FA4.pdf


Monday 7th December, 6.00 - 6.30pm  - Years 1 & 2 Nativity at St Andrew's church (for 

parents/carers & Years 1 & 2 & orchestra) 

Tuesday 8th December, 10.30am - Christmas Service at St Andrew's Church 

Thursday 10th December, 6.00pm - Years 3 & 4 Christmas play (for parents/ carers & Years 3 & 

4)  

Tuesday 15th December - theatre trips in school day (Pegasus for Yrs R, 1 &2; Oxford Playhouse 

for Yrs 3 - 6) 

Wednesday 16th December - Years R, 1 & 2 Christmas lunch (Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 need packed 

lunch) 

Thursday 17th December - Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 Christmas lunch (Years R, 1 & 2 need packed lunch) 

Friday 18th December, 1.15pm  Year R/ 1.30pm Years 1 - 6 - End of Autumn 2 term 

Key dates for the whole year 

 

Monday 4th January - INSET (no children in school) 

Tuesday 5th January - start of Spring 1 term 

Wednesday 13th January, 3.30 - 5.00pm - Teacher meetings for children with SEND 

Friday 15th January - mid-year short reports (Years R - 6) 

Friday 22nd January - SASA Disco (TBC) 

Friday 29th January , 8.40 - 9.00am - Parent/carer book look 

Friday 12th February - end of Spring 1 term 

 

Monday 22nd February - start of Spring 2 term 

Tuesday 16th March , 10.30am - Easter Service at St Andrew's Church  

Tuesday 23rd & Wednesday 24th March, 3.30 - 6.00pm - Class teacher meetings 

Thursday 25th March,  1.15pm  Year R/ 1.30pm Years 1 - 6 - end of Spring 2 term 

 

Monday 12th April - start of Summer 1 term 



Monday 3rd May - bank holiday - no school 

Wednesday 19th May - Class photos 

Friday 21st May, 8.40 - 9.00am - Parent/carer book look 

Sunday 16th May - SASA Fun Run (TBC) 

Friday 28th May -end of Summer 1 term 

 

Monday 7th June - start of Summer 2 term 

Monday 28th June - INSET - no children in school 

Wednesday 30th June , 3.30 - 5.00pm - Teacher meetings for children with SEND  

Thursday 1st & Friday 2nd July - Art Exhibition 

Monday 5th July, 5.30pm - Summer music concert 

Tuesday 6th July - Sports Day (during school day) 

Friday 9th July, 3.30 - 5.00pm - Summer Fair 

Friday 16th July - end of year reports (Years R - 6) 

Tuesday 20th July, 10.30am - Leavers's service at St Andrew's church 

Wednesday 21st July, 1.15pm  Year R/ 1.30pm Years 1 - 6 - end of Summer 2 term 

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Helpful information for parents/ carers 

Parent/carer engagement: 

At St Andrew's, we would love for every parent/carer to feel that they can engage with the 

school at the level at which they feel comfortable. For some this might mean becoming a 

governor; for others this might mean helping out at an event or being able to contribute 

financially.  

SASA (St Andrew's School Association) is the parent/carer group of which every adult with a 

child in the school is automatically a part.  



Fundraising:  

As a school, we are extremely grateful to our parent body / SASA who look for ways to raise 

money for the school, through events such as the fun run, disco, film night etc - this all supports 

the wider learning opportunities, such as keeping our lovely library well-stocked, updating our 

play equipment, developing our music provision. In addition, as a school, we seek out 

opportunities for grants and free events/ trips, to enable all of our pupils to have a rich learning 

experience during their time at St Andrew's.  

Sometimes families are unable to attend the fund-raising events but would still like to 

contribute to the school. For this reason, we have set up the following options: 

1. A QR code found on our website.  

2. An Amazon 'wish list':   https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb  

3. Cashback from Sainsburys and Argos – signing up to the MySchoolFund. When 

someone signs up using our school code, the individual gets 2% cashback on spend in 

Sainsburys and Argos and the school gets 1% in eGift vouchers. Link to our school (use 

postcode OX3 9ED) on the My School Fund website. If this could work for you, please do 

sign up. Sign up today at www.myschoolfund.org Our school registration number : 29600 

Eggs  

Don't forget that eggs from our very own chickens are on sale in the office. The children looking 

after the chickens are keen to get this money, as we need it to buy food for the chickens!  

https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=SASA+-+Our+%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3BParent%2FTeacher+Association&pid=41
https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb
http://www.myschoolfund.org/


Information about local events 
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