St Andrew's C of E Primary School 23rd
October

Everyone is different. Everyone is special. Everyone is our neighbour.




This week we have had a range of weathers to contend with. When rain is persistent and heavy,
we have lunch time inside. Board games, card games and creative crafts are really enjoyed on
these occasions. The rain did mean that our Multi-skills afternoon was postponed to Thursday,

when the sun came out and the Year 5s led our event brilliantly. Please remember to sponsor
your child to raise money for Water Aid (see below).

We look forward to children coming back into school on Monday 2nd November.







Governor parent/carer questionnaire

The governors complete an annual parent/carer survey as part of their oversight of the
teaching and learning in St Andrew's school. Thank you to everyone who completed this at the
Class Teacher meetings.

If you have not yet done so, and would like to let the governors know what is going well in the
school and what could be improved, please use the link or QR code to access the questionnaire:
(Governor questionnaire to parents/ carers — Fill out form & QR code).

Please complete the questionnaire by Monday 2nd November.


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=I6_Ev_8GZke3r72vO11iDu2zwGpqvNdBscDp_sRiSutUQUdQT0JESzdJRUxLV1IyWTJTWTREV1I2Vy4u
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This week, the Year 5 children led the rest of the school in a sponsored multi-skills event. This
fundraising event was for Water Aid, their chosen charity. All the activities were planned and led
by Year 5, including organising the warm up, water station, scoring and photography!

Please do sponsor your child if you have not yet done so:
https://www.justgiving.com/page/standrewsconnectweek?utm medium=FA&utm source=CL
(or QR code)



https://www.justgiving.com/page/standrewsconnectweek?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL







Connecting to the community

Year 1 connected to the community through a litter pick; Year R & 2 connected to the community
through making pictures for our neighbouring care home; Year 3 & 4 connected to the
community by hearing from a visitor about Asylum Welcome; Year 5 connected to the

community by responding to a request for art from Courtside, Bury Knowle Park; and Year 6
connected to the community by learning how to ride safely and responsibly in it, during their
Bikeability sessions, and thanking the volunteers for this opportunity.







Connecting to family

This week, parents/ carers have been into school to read books with children, share languages &
culture, share junk modelling and enjoy a quiz! It has been wonderful to connect to our families
in these different ways.




Year 2 junk modelling







Year 1 sharing books with their adults




Year 6 quiz night
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Year 3 sharing a trip










Year 4 & 5 language/culture share







A few reminders
Lost property

Lost property is on a table in the foyer by the school office. Please check for any of your child's
clothes which may be there. Any remaining clothes will be given to charity during half term.

Books

Your child came home with a book on Friday. We have many books which have been updated in
the library / class library, so extra/ spare books are being gifted to your child to enjoy.



Saint Andrew’s Parish Church
Headington, OX3 9DL

In conjunction with the

Royal Academy of Music
Harry Bowden Piano Recital

Programme to include Beethoven Sonata in ¢ Op 111, Scriabin Sonata
No 5 & Chopin Nocturnes.

Saturday 24th October 2026
at 7.00 pm

Tickets £10 on the door

Concessions available

Coffee mornings with Suzanne Walker

1 - Please feel free to come to the Thursday coffee mornings (8.45 - 9.30am) with Suzanne Walker, our Home School Link Worker.
This is an opportunity to meet other parents/ carers and discuss parenting. We also have several special visitors lined up for this
term.



9~ Coffee- v
Mo nings

Evergone welcome /

Meet Chat informally
othe ts with Suzanne Walker,
P“ﬂm our Home-School
Link Worker, about
- any questions
Have A CuPPa or concerns.
a chat and a chat D v
v v

(5 every Thursday
(O 845-930 O by

Support Advice Friendship  \nformation
v ¥ v

Y%

EVERYONE 1S DIFFERENT, EVERYONE IS SPECIAL, EVERYONE IS OUR NEIGHBOUR

—\/ \We look forward to seeing yo, there/ 7
Y

Health, Safety and safeguarding

Attendance



Your child attending school is important to us - and it is important to them, both academically
and socially. Friendships are built by regular interactions with peers and learning happens
through a carefully planned curriculum which builds on prior knowledge to support learning.

The government has a helpful document about how to support your child's attendance: DfE
external document template. The picture shows how attendance percentage relates to number
of days missed of school. We know that children can be unwell (please check the picture 'is my
child too ill for school?') and that there are some unavoidable exceptional reasons to miss
school (a funeral or a passport / visa renewal for example); however, it is best to keep medical
and dental appointments outside of school time whereever possible and ensure that holidays

are taken in our school holidays.
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https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2024/07/aaa-guide-for-parents-on-school-attendance-19th-Aug-version.pdf
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School health & safety

¢ Please do not allow your children to play on the equipment (including the sand pit) at
the start and end of the day.

e Please use the bike shed in the playground for children's bikes; the bike rails at the
front of the school are for staff only.

Well-being resource

Oxfordshire County Council’s public health team is working with partners across Oxfordshire to
support the emotional health and wellbeing of children and young people. As part of this work,
we would like to share a resource designed to support you in promoting your child’s emotional
wellbeing.

Information and Support for Parents and Carers (pdf, 2mb)

The resource provides practical advice and guidance on:
e Ways to support your child’s wellbeing
e Suggestions for talking about mental health and how they are feeling
e Recognising signs that your child may need extra support
e Advice on where to find further information and support

e Signposting to other services and organisations that can provide additional help when
needed.

We hope you will find it useful, whether you have current concerns about your child’s wellbeing
or simply want to learn more about how to support them. We encourage you to take a few
moments to look though it and, where appropriate, share it with other adults who play an
important role in child’s life.


https://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2026-10/Supporting%20children%20and%20young%20people's%20wellbeing.pdf

Introduction to OCD 2 Nov 10am

Raising Self-Esteem 2 Nov 7pm

Supporting Healthy Sleep 3 Nov 10am

Decreasing Depression 3 Nov 7pm

Supporting a Child with ADHD 9 Nov 10am

Understanding Addictive Behaviour 9 Nov 7pm

What is ACT? 10 Nov 10am

Improving Family Communication 10 Nov 7pm

Autism: Improving Communication 16 Nov 10am

Supporting Healthy Screen Use 16 Nov 7pm

Understanding the Teenage Brain 17 Nov 10am

Understanding Anger 17 Nov 7pm

FREE - Responding to Stress & Anxiety | 19 Nov 7-8pm

Anxiety Explained 23 Nov 10am

Facing Defiance 23 Nov 7pm

Cannabis & Ketamine Awareness 24 Nov 10am

School Anxiety 24 Nov 7pm

Dates

S~

Term dates for this academic year (2026-27) are available here.

Class letters and topic webs have been sent home which contain information about key dates
specific to your child's class.


https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/2D0AFDA35F0D0FEF30418062C2095FA4.pdf

These are whole school events.
Monday 19th — Thursday 22nd October — Deep learning week 'Connect' week
Thursday 22nd October - End of Autumn 1 term

Friday 23rd October — INSET — no children in school

Monday 2nd November - start of Autumn 2 term
Friday 6th November - Festival of Faith (for children in school time)
Friday 13th November - Individual and Sibling photos (for children in school time)

Thursday 26th November, 8.40 - 9.00am - Parent/carer book look & non-uniform day for
tombola

Friday 27th November - INSET day (no children in school)

Monday 30th November - St Andrew's Day (for children in school time)

Tuesday 1st December - Big Christmas Sing (for choir), 5.30pm concert

Friday 4th December, 3.30-5.00pm - Christmas Fair (for parents/carers & children)

Monday 7th December, 6.00 - 6.30pm - Years 1 & 2 Nativity at St Andrew's church (for
parents/carers & Years 1 & 2 & orchestra)

Tuesday 8th December, 10.30am - Christmas Service at St Andrew's Church

Thursday 10th December, 6.00pm - Years 3 & 4 Christmas play (for parents/ carers & Years 3 &
4)

Tuesday 15th December - theatre trips in school day (Pegasus for Yrs R, 1 &2; Oxford Playhouse
for Yrs 3 - 6)

Friday 18th December, 1.15pm Year R/ 1.30pm Years 1 - 6 - End of Autumn 2 term

Key dates for the whole year

Monday 4th January - INSET (no children in school)

Tuesday 5th January - start of Spring 1 term



Wednesday 13th January, 3.30 - 5.00pm - Teacher meetings for children with SEND
Friday 15th January - mid-year short reports (Years R - 6)

Friday 22nd January - SASA Disco (TBC)

Friday 29th January, 8.40 - 9.00am - Parent/carer book look

Friday 12th February - end of Spring 1 term

Monday 22nd February - start of Spring 2 term

Tuesday 16th March, 10.30am - Easter Service at St Andrew's Church

Tuesday 23rd & Wednesday 24th March, 3.30 - 6.00pm - Class teacher meetings
Thursday 25th March, 1.15pm Year R/ 1.30pm Years 1 - 6 - end of Spring 2 term
Monday 12th April - start of Summer 1 term

Monday 3rd May - bank holiday - no school

Wednesday 19th May - Class photos

Friday 21st May, 8.40 - 9.00am - Parent/carer book look

Sunday 16th May - SASA Fun Run (TBC)

Friday 28th May -end of Summer 1 term

Monday 7th June - start of Summer 2 term

Monday 28th June - INSET - no children in school

Wednesday 30th June, 3.30 - 5.00pm - Teacher meetings for children with SEND
Thursday 1st & Friday 2nd July - Art Exhibition

Monday 5th July, 5.30pm - Summer music concert

Tuesday 6th July - Sports Day (during school day)

Friday 9th July, 3.30 - 5.00pm - Summer Fair

Friday 16th July - end of year reports (Years R - 6)

Tuesday 20th July, 10.30am - Leavers's service at St Andrew's church
Wednesday 21st July, 1.15pm Year R/ 1.30pm Years 1 - 6 - end of Summer 2 term

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS



Term starts on Tuesday 7th September

Helpful information for parents/ carers
Parent/carer engagement:

At St Andrew's, we would love for every parent/carer to feel that they can engage with the
school at the level at which they feel comfortable. For some this might mean becoming a
governor; for others this might mean helping out at an event or being able to contribute
financially.

SASA (St Andrew's School Association) is the parent/carer group of which every adult with a
child in the school is automatically a part.

Fundraising:

As a school, we are extremely grateful to our parent body / SASA who look for ways to raise
money for the school, through events such as the fun run, disco, film night etc - this all supports
the wider learning opportunities, such as keeping our lovely library well-stocked, updating our
play equipment, developing our music provision. In addition, as a school, we seek out
opportunities for grants and free events/ trips, to enable all of our pupils to have a rich learning
experience during their time at St Andrew's.

Sometimes families are unable to attend the fund-raising events but would still like to
contribute to the school. For this reason, we have set up the following options:

1. A QR code found on our website.

2. An Amazon 'wish list': https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb

3. Cashback from Sainsburys and Argos — signing up to the MySchoolFund. When
someone signs up using our school code, the individual gets 2% cashback on spend in
Sainsburys and Argos and the school gets 1% in eGift vouchers. Link to our school (use
postcode OX3 9ED) on the My School Fund website. If this could work for you, please do
sign up. Sign up today at www.myschoolfund.org Our school registration number : 29600

Eggs

Don't forget that eggs from our very own chickens are on sale in the office. The children looking
after the chickens are keen to get this money, as we need it to buy food for the chickens!

Toys


https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=SASA+-+Our+%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3BParent%2FTeacher+Association&pid=41
https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb
http://www.myschoolfund.org/

At St Andrew's we ask that children do not bring in toys and special items from home, as these

items can be lost, which causes upset and tension between children when accusations arise as
to who might have taken or broken an item.

Information about local events

SWIMMING
COURSES

Non-Swimmer's 10:00am —10:30am
Beginners 10:30am — 11:00am
Improvers 11:00am — 11:30am

Running every weekday morning from:
26th October — 30th October
Only £37.25 for All Five Days!
Barton Leisure Centre, Waynflete Road, Oxford
Book online: www.moreleisure/barton-leisure-centre
Call 03301098770

Email: robyn.weller@serco.com

Interested?
To find out more, ask at reception or call us on

(F))x) let's do MORE



THE | OXFORD ¢ CAMBRIDGE
SINGING SCHOOL

The Oxford and Cambridge Singing School is for boys and
girls aged 7 - 13 who love to sing. Established in 2013, the
Singing School provides the opportunity to experience great
music with world class coaches in a relaxed and fun

onment and to develop confidence in singing and
performing.

Pupils will learn some beautiful carols and seasonal music from
around the world, led by our regular team of expert coaches.

To join our mailing list and for more information on our courses,
please see www.oxbridgesingingschool.com or email
oxbridgess@gmail.com

21 & 22 December 2026

St Barnabas Church, Jericho, Oxford
St Catharine's College, Cambridge

www.oxbridgesingingschool.co.uk




24 October - 1 November 2026




£

OCTOBER

HALF TERM

Registered charity 1107809

AN3ISNIN

We have plenty of exciting events happening this October Half
Term to fill your holidays with story fun!

10 CHILDREN WHO CHANGED THE WORLD
WITH PATERSON JOSEPH AND BEN PARK
SAT 24 OCT 14:30 * AGES 7+

THE MYSTERY OF THE STORY MUSEUM
TUE 27 OCT 12:00 & 14:30 - AGES 8+

CRIME SCENE SCIENCE FAMILY WORKSHOP
THU 29 OCT 11:00 & 14:30 « AGES 5+

LITTLE MISS MARPLE: MUDDLE AT THE VICARAGE
FRI 30 OCT 11:00 & 14:30 - AGES 4+

COMIC CLUB & COMIC CLUB PLUS
SAT 31 OCT 11:00 (AGES 8-11) & 13:30 (AGES 12-16)



Play, Discover, Learn!
this October Half Term
in the Roald Dahl
Children’s Gallery

For more event
details, charges and
to book please scan

the QR code
or visit

discoverbucksmuseum.org

SAXOIIS
Until 1 November 2026 )

The SAXONS brings together extraordinary archaeological
discoveries to tell powerful human stories. Through real
artefacts, immersive displays, and vivid storytelling, the
exhibition reveals how people lived, fought; believed, and
‘were remembered over 1,300 years ago.

Discover Bucks Museum
Aylesbury HP20 2QP

) " ARTS COUNGIE
discoverbucksmuseum.org ENGLAND )




Emma Boor presents: « Relaxed, sensory
performance

Sensory » Suits children aged 2-7
and their families

SU ITCAS E  Reduced audience
capacity

STORIES -

\._....-... Funded b
<t Im‘“” ymenl Regis

' EOXFORD SCIENCE
+IDEAS FESTIVAL

100+ events and activities for you: click to explore

2 - IF Oxford - 100+ events and activities for you: click to explore



https://if-oxford.com/?mc_cid=e0fcacaa8d&mc_eid=fc8c623a08
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Join Rugby All-Stars at©Xford Quins for action—packe@ys of
rugby, leaming and fun!
*

r?pen toplayers of all abilitiES @G =11 an Y
designed to help every playerdevelop their game in afun, positive
and professional environment

26" of October until 30" of Oct

am until 4pm
Location: Horsepath
35 per day

SCAN TO BOOK




School holidays
just got more exciting

Ready for a school holiday
full of excitement?

Give your child an unforgettable school holiday
filled with fresh air, freedom and adventure!

Set within 42 acres of stunning woodland in rural Oxfordshire at Youlbury,
Boars Hill, children aged 8-16 will take part in a daily programme of non-
stop outdoor action. With expert instructors leading the way, creating a safe
and supportive environment where children run, climb, explore, and build
confidence while unplugging from screens and having a blast with friends in

the great outdoors!

What's on offer:

* High-energy adventures such as
archery, ziplining. and climbing.

« Fun team building games and
problem-solving challenges.

o Survival skills such as shelter
building. backwoods cooking and
fire lighting.

« Connect with the natural world
with mindful activities, outdoors
arts and crafts, wildlife spotting.
and nature walks.

Whenis it:

« Running throughout February,
Easter, May, Summer and October
school holidays (see website for
dates).

* 8.30am - 5.20pm dally (activities
run 9am - 5pm)

« Participants can attend individual
days, or the entire week.

Book now and join the adventure!

www.scoutadventures.org.uk/events




OXFORD UNITED
IN'THE COMMUNITY

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 125173

HALF-TERM HOLIDAY CAMPS!

Come down for a half-term of fun, football and the chance to meet new | ‘
friends. The camps take place in a safe and fun environment, mixing fun |
sessions with skill-based activities suitable for all abilities.

e Boys camp: Monday 26 October - Friday 30 October
e Girls camp: Monday 26 October - Friday 30 October
« The Oxford Academy, Oxford, OX4 6JZ

For any enquiries,
please email
community@oufc.co.uk

Scan tobook
your place!

The North Walll
Arts Centre

Aged 8-17? Love writing and drama?
Playwriting Opportunity
Would you like to co-write a brand-new play?

We are inviting local young creatives to write and submit a five-minute
scene. Scenes will be knitted together to create a vignette-style play. The

play will have public performances in July 2027. No experience necessary!
Apply now - thenorthwall.com

Apply by 6 November 2026




D The North Wall
Arts Centre

Octobey WorkshOp

Shadow Puppet Theatre
26 & 27 October 9am - |2pm
8- || year olds

Join us this half term to explore storytelling through shadow puppetry. Each
participant will make their own shadow box a ippets and bring their story to life
with movement, light, sounds and character voices.

Book now: www.thenorthwall.com

TERM TIME CLASSES

A8 sonod™
\SC“

October Half
Tepm Holldav

\’}701‘

R AGES - 13

“The Studio” at Old ~ £25/Half Day
Headington Village £48/Day
Hall, OX3 9BY £130/Week

07301 616 307, NORTHOXFORD@CY GNETSARTSCHOOL.COM
WWW.CYGNETSARTSCHOOL.COM/NORTHOXFORD
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TARGET NETBALL ACADEMY

TWO DAYS OF NETBALL, SKILLS AND FUN

T0

TUESDAY 27™ &
THURSDAY 29™ OCTOBER

OXFORD HIGH SCHOOL
9:00AM - 3:00PM
AGES YEARS

PP

YOUR SKILLS & FROM EXPERIENCED ON TECHNIQUE,
COACHE

FRIENDS,
CONFIDENCE

TACTICS & TEAM SPIRIT & ‘
GAME PLAY GREAT ENERGY!

@ TARGETNETBALLACADEMY.CO.UK
<]

TARGETNETBALLACADEMY@GMAIL.COM

-~

| VIOV GREAT
MEETTHEPLATERS ' f000

WATCH
INCREDIBLF
roorsalt

TICKETS ON SALENOW

OUWFC.CO.UK/TICKETS

*WHEN PURCHASED ONLINE IN ADVANCE




TERM TIME CLASSES / HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS

FOR AGES J+
THE UKS LEADING FINE ART SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN

At Cygnets our focus is on tradifional - Old Headington Village Hall,
drawing, painting, and sculpture, Headington, OX3 9BY
combined with unique projects, all &

taught by experienced teachers, Y e o Ty B
using professional quality materials. Seacour erdl!,‘B()llC.\ ?
OX2 9TH

B4 northoxford@cygnetsartschool.com gnetsartschool.com/northoxford 07301618307




66 TheLibrary

Oxfordshire

SHORT STORY
COMPETITION

- 2027

Up to 3,000 words for adults & young adults
and up to 1,000 words for children.

The winning story in each category will
be published as an ebook for library
members to borrow!

ENTRIES OPEN: 14 SEPTEMBER
CLOSING DATE: 15 NOVEMBER

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortstorycompetition 9 2

OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL
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LOVE TO PLAY?

Whether you're new to

football or already love SCHOOL YEAk 4AND 5

the game, come and be

part of our friendly, FROM SEPTEMBER 2026 —_
supportive team! ~ls
TUESDAYS

FUN & INCLUSIVE } E TRAINING 6-7PM
Everyone welcome! ‘ HEADINGTON SCHOOL |

s

e sens
: ‘ E MATCHES 9:30Am 0r 10am

TEAM SPIRIT (USUALLY 10AM)

Make friends for life \ .

"~ ALL ABILITIES WELCOME! =

BE PART OF NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED - //
SOMETHING GREAT! JUST BRING YOUR ENTHUSIASM! A

COME & BE PART OF OUR mw/@

45+ YEARS OF COMMUNITY ¥ FA QUALIFIED COACHES ¥ SAFE & FUN ENVIRONMENT

<2 Ema:/ Qﬁ(
GET IN TOUCH TODAY! -’/ under10g:rls@mrjfc club




ONE CITY
ONE COMMUNITY

OXFORD EH‘? /5 RFC PORTCHESTER

THE OPENING DAY | THE MGROUP STADIUM | 2PM KO

~ FREE TICKETS




The North Wall

Arts Centre

TINY IDEAS FESTIVAL
Page One Theatre presents

RISE AND FALL

Saturday 26 September 11am and 2pm
Meet all manner of balloons from small
floating moons to vast bouncing orbs!
Forever expanding and contracting,
balloons are free to float, fly and sway.
Hold your breath and go sailing away.

Rise and Fall is a poetic and intriguing
performance for young audiences about
holding on and letting go. Performed

by one dancer, Rise and Fall has toured
internationally and at UK venues including
The Royal Opera House.

AGES 2+

BIN RAT

Sunday 27 September 11am and 2pm

A rat-astic and realistic look into refuse and
recycling. Rummage through the rubble with
Bin Rat to discover where all the junk goes!
Scrape scraps off the streets in this interactive
puppetry show, & find out what literally
happens to litter.

The Last Baguette presents an entertaining,
accessible and eccentric work for family
audiences.

AGES 3-8

TICKETS: £12 (£8 children, under 2s go free)
BOX OFFICE: 01865 319 450 / thenorthwall.com
The North Wall, South Parade, Oxford, OX2 7N

The North Wall
Arts Centre

M6 Theatre presents

ALL THE
SMALL THINGS

Saturday 24 October 11am and 2pm
Deep in the woods, in the middle of
nowhere, lives the Story Collector. :
Drawers, cabinets and cupboards brim with
baddies and goodies, hopes and wishes,
once upon a times and far, far aways.

A magical place of possibilities. On the

turn of the snow globe, the enchantment
begins...

M6 Theatre's trademark beautiful design i Sonrisa Arts presents

and heartwarming storytelling combine H

with singing, puppetry, and physical comedy DANCE IN TH E DARK

in this brand-new spin on fairytales. i Wednesday 28 October 1pm & 3pm

i Come in your favourite PJs for a slumber party

¢ in a giant sleepover den and a playful night-time
adventure. As darkness descends, giggle as we
get ready for bed, explore spooky shadows,
listen to night-time sounds, and feel the wind

: and rain on our faces.

i Discover the magic of the dark, whirl and twirl,

i catch a shooting star and learn to be brave

i at bedtime.

AGES 4+

i Co-created with children, this beautiful new

: show is a dreamy multi-sensory feast that
gently introduces little ones to the magic and
wonder of theatre.

AGES 3-8

Families are invited to join us for relaxed and
inclusive arts and crafts, activities and play
between children’s shows. These are free drop-in
workshops, open to all

Details of timings for each Stay and Play session
are available on the website.
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