St Andrew's C of E Primary School 16th
October

Everyone is different. Everyone is special. Everyone is our neighbour.




It was lovely to see so many parents and carers at the Class Teacher meetings on Tuesday 13th
and Wednesday 14th October. We hope this was a helpful check-in with how your child is
getting on and opportunity to share how school and home can work together for the best for
your child.

Today is our British History Day for Years 3 - 6. Below are a few photos to show how the school
was transported back in time.

Next week (19th - 22nd October) is our ‘Connect' week. Please see below for more details.

Governor parent/carer questionnaire

The governors complete an annual parent/carer survey as part of their oversight of the
teaching and learning in St Andrew's school. Thank you to everyone who completed this at the
Class Teacher meetings.

If you have not yet done so, and would like to let the governors know what is going well in the
school and what could be improved, please use the link or QR code to access the questionnaire:
(Governor questionnaire to parents/ carers — Fill out form & QR code ).



https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=I6_Ev_8GZke3r72vO11iDu2zwGpqvNdBscDp_sRiSutUQUdQT0JESzdJRUxLV1IyWTJTWTREV1I2Vy4u

Governor questionnaire to pare

nts/ carers

British History Day

On Friday, the school was full of Vikings, Anglo-Saxons, Romans and Stone Age people! The
Romans departed (in formation!) to the Ashmolean Museum for their workshop (and probably
caused a bit of stir on the bus on the way there); the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings had an incredible
educational scavenger hunt to complete in the playground before a raid took place; the Stone
Age people had a local artist talk about art before turning their hand to cave painting. It was
real immersive educational experience for the children, with much fun had by all.










Connect week

Monday 19th to Thursday 22nd October is our 'Connect’ week

As our 'world’ focus for connect week, Year 5 are going to be leading a sponsored multi-skills
event. They have chosen to support Water Aid (Donate to WaterAid | The UK's dedicated water

charity | WaterAid) with the sponsorship money. This event will not be a spectator one, as we

will have the whole of the school out in the playground so not space for many other people, but
parents/ carers are invited to sponsor their child:
https.//www.justgiving.com/page/standrewsconnectweek?utm medium=FA&utm source=CL
(or QR code)

As our '‘community’ focus, each class will plan a way to support or serve in their community,
such as litter picking.


https://www.wateraid.org/uk/donate/donate-to-wateraid-today?id=RA/TPP/01A&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20855493833&gclid=CjwKCAjwifjVBhBKEiwAYx4K9HVDfS3M3lryQWOvZlXkUYbdVDve6T7aPEtueisan4YMLa5l13hNSBoCQn8QAvD_BwE
https://www.justgiving.com/page/standrewsconnectweek?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL

In addition, your child's class teacher will be in touch with an event in class to which all parents/
carers are invited as our 'school’ focus.

Fund Raising for Water Aid
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'p onsored
S ulti-Skills Event

in support of
o ’0 (& WaterAid .‘

When? . Who?

Afternoon of e Reception
21st October toyr5

What? ' How to donate?
Sponsored - Via the Just Giving
Multi-Skills Event

link, scan the QR code
in support of WaterAid. or at the office.

Just Giving Link: e

https://www.justgiving.com/page/
standrewsconnectweek?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL, 1, \ .
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= Together we can make a difference! =

SASA

There is a SASA AGM coming up. Please do come along to find out how you can get involved in
the life of the school.




ST ANDREW'’S

SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

~AGM:

ST ANDREW'’S SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

Wednesday 21st October 2026
5.30pm

l [ ]
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All school parents and school staff are
automatically members of SASA, so everyone
is invited to come along!
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A few reminders
Lost property

There are LOTS of un-named jumpers in lost property. Please can jumpers be named so that
they can be returned to their rightful owners. We would put them into our second hand
uniform stock, but the boxes are already full, so they will need to be passed on to charity if left
unclaimed.

Birthday celebrations

At St Andrew's we like to celebrate your child's birthday. Here is a poster with what that looks
like in school and what your child could bring in or do.



( % Guidance for Celebrations )

At St Andrew’s we value the importance of recognising children’s birthdays and sharing other celebrations.
Some parents like to send in a small treat for their child to share with their class, but there is no obligation to do so.
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Oxford Philharmonic Orchestra - family concert

FUNomusica: 'Halloween Spooktacular'

18 October 2026 | 15:00 | Olivier Hall, St Edward’s School, Woodstock Road, Oxford, OX2 7NN

Alasdair Malloy presenter

It’s Halloween! Disguise yourself in a spooky manner and come along to join our Master of the
Ghostly Revels, Alasdair Malloy, who will introduce music guaranteed to give you goosebumps.
You will hear the spooktacular Oxford Philharmonic perform mysterious music about witches,
ghosts, vampires, ghouls and gnomes and you will go dancing with the Devil in a special story
version of Saint-Saéns’s Danse Macabre. We will need help from the Ghostbusters!

Most suitable for ages 4 - 8 Pre-concert Arts & Crafts start at 14:00

You can buy tickets here: https://oxfordphil.com/event/funomusica-family-concert-halloween-
spooktacular/ or by calling our box office line on 01865 980 980.



https://oxfordphil.com/event/funomusica-family-concert-halloween-spooktacular/
https://oxfordphil.com/event/funomusica-family-concert-halloween-spooktacular/

Saint Andrew’s Parish Church
Headington, OX3 9DL

In conjunction with the

Royal Academy of Music
Harry Bowden Piano Recital

Programme to include Beethoven Sonata in ¢ Op 111, Scriabin Sonata
No 5 & Chopin Nocturnes.

Saturday 24th October 2026
at 7.00 pm

Tickets £10 on the door

Concessions available

Coffee mornings with Suzanne Walker




1 - Please feel free to come to the Thursday coffee mornings (8.45 - 9.30am) with Suzanne Walker, our Home School Link Worker.
This is an opportunity to meet other parents/ carers and discuss parenting. We also have several special visitors lined up for this
term.
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Health, Safety and safeguarding

School health & safety

¢ Please do not allow your children to play on the equipment (including the sand pit) at
the start and end of the day.

e Please use the bike shed in the playground for children's bikes; the bike rails at the

front of the school are for staff only.

School Health Nursing newsletter

Autumn Term (1): Primary SHN Newsletter September 2026

Is my child too ill for school? There is a useful poster to help support.

Is my child too ill for school?

Does your child have a high temperature (38°C or more)?  YES

ugh or cold if they are otherwise well. If you do keep your child at

ortant 0
Ridsary e
Should go in Seek treatment before
Shaidgoln et the school know) returning to school

A cough, cold or



https://sway.cloud.microsoft/yR4ObyMusuGe6Qst?ref=email

Introduction to OCD 2 Nov 10am

Raising Self-Esteem 2 Nov 7pm

Supporting Healthy Sleep 3 Nov 10am

Decreasing Depression 3 Nov 7pm

Supporting a Child with ADHD 9 Nov 10am

Understanding Addictive Behaviour 9 Nov 7pm

What is ACT? 10 Nov 10am

Improving Family Communication 10 Nov 7pm

Autism: Improving Communication 16 Nov 10am

Supporting Healthy Screen Use 16 Nov 7pm

Understanding the Teenage Brain 17 Nov 10am

Understanding Anger 17 Nov 7pm

FREE - Responding to Stress & Anxiety | 19 Nov 7-8pm

Anxiety Explained 23 Nov 10am

Facing Defiance 23 Nov 7pm

Cannabis & Ketamine Awareness 24 Nov 10am

School Anxiety 24 Nov 7pm

Dates

S~

Term dates for this academic year (2026-27) are available here.

Class letters and topic webs have been sent home which contain information about key dates
specific to your child's class.


https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/2D0AFDA35F0D0FEF30418062C2095FA4.pdf

These are whole school events.

Friday 16th October — Years 3 — 6 British History Day

Monday 19th — Thursday 22nd October — Deep learning week 'Connect' week

Thursday 22nd October - End of Autumn 1 term

Friday 23rd October — INSET — no children in school

Monday 2nd November - start of Autumn 2 term

Friday 6th November - Festival of Faith (for children in school time)

Friday 13th November - Individual and Sibling photos (for children in school time)
Thursday 26th November, 8.40 - 9.00am - Parent/carer book look

Friday 4th December, 3.30-5.00pm - Christmas Fair (for parents/carers & children)

Monday 7th December, 6.00 - 6.30pm - Years 1 & 2 Nativity at St Andrew's church (for
parents/carers & Years 1 & 2 & orchestra)

Tuesday 8th December, 10.30am - Christmas Service at St Andrew's Church

Thursday 10th December, 6.00pm - Years 3 & 4 Christmas play (for parents/ carers & Years 3 &
4)

Friday 18th December, 1.15pm Year R/ 1.30pm Years 1 - 6 - End of Autumn 2 term

Key dates for the whole year

Monday 4th January - INSET (no children in school)

Tuesday 5th January - start of Spring 1 term

Wednesday 13th January, 3.30 - 5.00pm - Teacher meetings for children with SEND
Friday 15th January - mid-year short reports (Years R - 6)

Friday 22nd January - SASA Disco (TBC)



Friday 29th January, 8.40 - 9.00am - Parent/carer book look

Friday 12th February - end of Spring 1 term

Monday 22nd February - start of Spring 2 term

Tuesday 16th March , 10.30am - Easter Service at St Andrew's Church

Tuesday 23rd & Wednesday 24th March, 3.30 - 6.00pm - Class teacher meetings
Thursday 25th March, 1.15pm Year R/ 1.30pm Years 1 - 6 - end of Spring 2 term
Monday 12th April - start of Summer 1 term

Monday 3rd May - bank holiday - no school

Wednesday 19th May - Class photos

Friday 21st May, 8.40 - 9.00am - Parent/carer book look

Sunday 16th May - SASA Fun Run (TBC)

Friday 28th May -end of Summer 1 term

Monday 7th June - start of Summer 2 term

Monday 28th June - INSET - no children in school

Wednesday 30th June, 3.30 - 5.00pm - Teacher meetings for children with SEND
Thursday 1st & Friday 2nd July - Art Exhibition

Monday 5th July, 5.30pm - Summer music concert

Tuesday 6th July - Sports Day (during school day)

Friday 9th July, 3.30 - 5.00pm - Summer Fair

Friday 16th July - end of year reports (Years R - 6)

Tuesday 20th July, 10.30am - Leavers's service at St Andrew's church
Wednesday 21st July, 1.15pm Year R/ 1.30pm Years 1 - 6 - end of Summer 2 term
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Term starts on Tuesday 7th September



Cheney School events

The Iris Project is organising the following free event:

Victorian Festival - Rumble Museum at Cheney School, Oxford

Thursday 22nd October, 3.30 - 5.30pm

The Rumble Museum at Cheney School is delighted to announce our Victorian Festival!

The festival will include a wide range of performances, stalls, activities and workshops themed
on the Victorian era, and aimed at all ages. Highlights include a Blacksmith Forge, Walking
Forest Suffragettes, Penny Farthings and Victorian Magic Shows. There will be a number of local
museums and organisations, as well as creative activities and stalls run by Cheney's Museum
Council students.

There will be three repeated Victorian Magic Shows at 3.05pm, 4pm, and 5pm.

The event is free and aimed at all ages. To book places, please fill in this form.

Please email [ro@cheneyschool.org with any questions. There is a webpage for the event here.

- Tuesday 22 September
Open Mornings M Thursday 24 September

Tuesday 13 October

9:00am - 10:30am
Tour at 9:00am and Presentation at 9:45am

SEND Open Morning - Thursday 15 October
9:30am -11:00am

www.cheneyschool.org -
There is no on-site parking R i

2zl s



https://forms.gle/JrYokdcbD3cuSjtu8
mailto:lro@cheneyschool.org
https://rumblemuseum.org.uk/index.php/what-s-on

Helpful information for parents/ carers
Parent/carer engagement:

At St Andrew's, we would love for every parent/carer to feel that they can engage with the
school at the level at which they feel comfortable. For some this might mean becoming a
governor; for others this might mean helping out at an event or being able to contribute
financially.

SASA (St Andrew's School Association) is the parent/carer group of which every adult with a
child in the school is automatically a part.

Fundraising:

As a school, we are extremely grateful to our parent body / SASA who look for ways to raise
money for the school, through events such as the fun run, disco, film night etc - this all supports
the wider learning opportunities, such as keeping our lovely library well-stocked, updating our
play equipment, developing our music provision. In addition, as a school, we seek out
opportunities for grants and free events/ trips, to enable all of our pupils to have a rich learning
experience during their time at St Andrew's.

Sometimes families are unable to attend the fund-raising events but would still like to
contribute to the school. For this reason, we have set up the following options:

1. A QR code found on our website.

2. An Amazon 'wish list': https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb

3. Cashback from Sainsburys and Argos — signing up to the MySchoolFund. When
someone signs up using our school code, the individual gets 2% cashback on spend in
Sainsburys and Argos and the school gets 1% in eGift vouchers. Link to our school (use
postcode OX3 9ED) on the My School Fund website. If this could work for you, please do
sign up. Sign up today at www.myschoolfund.org Our school registration number : 29600

Eggs

Don't forget that eggs from our very own chickens are on sale in the office. The children looking
after the chickens are keen to get this money, as we need it to buy food for the chickens!

Toys


https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=SASA+-+Our+%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3BParent%2FTeacher+Association&pid=41
https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb
http://www.myschoolfund.org/

At St Andrew's we ask that children do not bring in toys and special items from home, as these

items can be lost, which causes upset and tension between children when accusations arise as
to who might have taken or broken an item.

Information about local events

THE | OXFORD ¢~ CAMBRIDGE
SINGING SCHOOL

The Oxford and Cambridge Singing School is for boys and
girls aged 7 - 13 who love to sing. Established in 2013, the
Singing School provides the opportunity to experience great
classical music with world class coaches in a relaxed and fun
environment and to develop confidence in singing and
performing.

Pupils will learn some beautiful carols and seasonal music from
around the world, led by our regular team of expert coaches.

To join our mailing list and for more information on our courses,
please see www.oxbridgesingingschool.com or email
oxbridgess@gmail.com

21 & 22 December 2026
St Barnabas Church, Jericho, Oxford
St Catharine's College, Cambridge

www.oxbridgesingingschool.co.uk




HEADINGTON SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP : extended learning for all ages

15.10.26 term 1- letter 7

IF OXFORD SCIENCE AND IDEAS FESTIVAL 16-31 October

The 2026 science and ideas Festival offers exciting, intriguing and unexpected events and activities for all ages
across dozens of venues in and around the city, and beyond.

SOME HIGHLIGHTS  but there’s so much more — over 100 events!

ARTS AND PERFORMANCES bookable

Poetry of Science Saturday 17 October Westgate Library

Brain bending illusion show Sunday 18 October 11 on K200, Pogaiis THasire

Storm cloud Saturday 24 October

Amazing animals Tuesday 27 October 11.no £3.00 The Nenn Wall Theatre

INTERACTIVE ZONES drop in

Explorazone Saturday 17 October  12.00-5.00  New Road Baptist Church, Bonn Square
11.0012.00  for those needing a quiet experience

Tech works Sunday 25 October ~ 11.00-5.00  ARC Oxford OXa 25U

Blast! Tuesday 27 October  11.00-5.00 The Barn, OX4 7BU

Zone one Thursday 29 October  2.00-7.30 Oxford North  OX2 8GE

PRESENTATIONS AND TALKS : The dawn of Al - Ghost in the machine - Spilling the tea

WORKSHOPS : Glow your own — coding - The chemistry of colour ~ Origami engineering, beginner to expert
Browse the full programme now: www.if-oxford.com and plan your festival

This year marks the 35th science and ideas Festival in Oxford, with most events still offered on the Pay What You Decide
(PWYD) system, with no questions asked, plus a range of FREE events

THE STORY MUSEUM 42 Pembroke Street, OX1 18P
lots happening during half term week tp: org.uk/wh

including SCIENCE OXFORD’s CRIME SCENE SCIENCE FAMILY WORKSHOP
Thursday 29 October  11.00 & 2.30

org.uk/what i fence-family-workshop
SCIENCE OXFORD The Science Oxford Centre, Stansfeld Park, Quarry Road, OX3 8SB
FAMILY DAYS every Saturday - two hours in the Exploration Zone 10.00-12.00, 12.30-2.30, 3.00-5.00

the outdoor water lab and all day access to the woodlands  best for ages 3+ but all are welcome
£8.50 per person which includes the Eventbrite fee - free for Under 3s

You are advised to book in advance ily-days-every-saturday
FAMILY DAY WITH THE CLOUD FACTORY SHOW Saturday 17 October

with Dr Sarah Bearchell - part of the IF OXFORD SCIENCE AND IDEAS FESTIVAL

Have you ever touched a cloud? Have you ever tasted a strawberry cloud?! At The Cloud Factory you can touch, see,
hear, smell and taste clouds as they are made from dry ice.

show times: 12.00-12.30 1.00-1.30  2.30-3.00  3.30-4.00

Admission to the show is free but your time slot must be booked with the family day ticket £9.50

STEM THEMED SATURDAY CLUBS 10.00-11.30, 12.30-2.00, 3.00-4.30

£15 per child ie i ford.

helping you and your child to leam lmm eacn oh the and work together while trying out new things
h

book now - they sell out quickly! ttps://scienceoxford.comAwhats-on
SCIENCE CLUB : SKELETONS Saturday 24 October  10.00, 12.30, 3.00
forages 5-9 i

NATURE CLUB : BRILLIANT BATS Saturday 14 November 10.00, 12.30, 3.00
for ages 5- 9 ie illiant-bats-2/
OXFORD UNIVERSITY MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY Parks Road, OX1 3PW

half term events

BAT TRACKERS TRAIL  saturday 24 October — Sunday 1 November

Grab your trail and get ready to flap into action! Bats have taken over the museum, and your help is needed to find them all!
best for ages 4-10 https://oumnh.ox.ac.uk/event/bat-trail

MEGALITH immersive experience by MECHANICAL Saturday 24 - Saturday 31 October

Forages 6+  FREE entry every 30 minutes.

Don't miss out! Head to the Welcome Desk when you arrive to discover the day's timings and book your free
session. Spaces are limited for this exclusive, one-off experience, so be sure to reserve your place earl

Megalith is a fascinating new immersive experience that invites audiences into a participatory, interactive, hands-on
encounter with rocks.Amid a changing climate, what might be the future of energy, beyond fossil fuels? Megalith offers a
tactlle, mediative exploration through copper, cobalt lthium and tn - the crtical mefals that make up the batteries of
tomorrow. by

SPARKLE, SHINE AND ROCK  Tuesday 26 October 1.00-4.00

An afternoon of discovering the wonderful world of rocks and minerals. From sparkly and shiny gemstones, to the rocks that
help to build the world around us. Participate in crafts inspired by the beauty of gemstones and see some real rocks and
minerals up close.

DANCIN’ OXFORD the twentieth Oxford family dance festival 25 September — 31 October

Dancin’ Oxford brings a month of dance, creativity and family fun to venues and communities across Oxford and Oxfordshire
Whether your family loves watching dance, wants to get up and join in, or has never been to a dance performance before,
there's something for you. Expect magical adventures, live music, storytelling, ballet, creative workshops and, of course,

plenty of opportunities to dance yourselves.
i co.uks d-d ith. tumn-family-dance-festival-is-back

IRIS PROJECT - RUMBLE MUSEUM Cheney School, Cheney Lane , 0X3 7QH
VICTORIAN FESTIVAL Thursday 22 October 3.30 - 5.30

The Rumble Museum at Cheney School invites you to their Victorian Festival with a wide range of performances, stalls,
activities and workshops themed on the Victorian era, and aimed at all ages. Highlights include a blacksmith forge, walking
forest suffragettes, pennyfarthing cycles and Victorian magic shows and new! a ferris wheel. There will be displays from a
number of local museums and organisations, as well as creative activities and stalls run by Cheney’s Museum Council
students. The Victorian magic show will be at 3.05, 4.00, and 5.00.

The event is FREE but donations are welcomed  To book places, please use the on line form

please email Iro@cheneyschool.org with any questions. org.uk/index.php/wh
THE OLD BODLEIAN - DIVINITY SCHOOL Catte Street OX1 3BG
HALLOWEEN FILM SCREENINGS Friday 30, Saturday 31 October, Sunday 1 November

each day : Monsters Inc. (2001) 3.00 Beetlejuice (1988) 6.00 Bram Stoker's Dracula (1992) 9.00
aaes il ogen half o hour befofs aacty acraasing

early bird £22 in advance £25 on the door (if available) £30

half, pnce for children for Monsters Inc.

it.bodleian.ox.at

HILL END OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTRE Eynsham Road, 0X2 9NJ
HALF TERM ACTIVITES already bookable! ill-end. iviti i
WILD DAYS FOR 7-12 YEAR OLDS Monday 26, Tuesday 27 October 9.00-4.30

For small groups of up to 16 children, offering nature-immersive activities exploring the woodland, meadows, ponds and
streams at Hill End and in next-door Wytham Woods - setting up base camp each day for an exciting range of activities
such as nature walks, bushcraft, campiire cooking, den-buiding, and finding out about autumn plants and animals.

£50 perday  lots more i at

WOODLAND SPOOKYACULAR FAMILY DAYS Wednesday 28, Thursday 29 October 10.00-2.00

Spend a fantastic day of autumn adventure at Hill End! Explore the stunning 67-acre site, get creative with nature crafts,

enjoy spooky activities, and gather around the campfire to toast marshmallows.

booking essential £9 adults, £7 children aged 2-16 under 2s free

bring a picnic or add lunch to your booking — filled jacket potato £6, soup £5
https://hill-end.org/news/woodland_spook/

further ahead but best to book early WW1 TRENCHES TOUR  Saturday 7 November 10.00-12.00

Deep in Wytham Woods are genuine WW1 practice trenches dug by Oxfordshire Soldiers 100 years ago, before they were
posted to the front lines. This remembrance weekend, join our volunteer Kim Base on this poignant quided tour — with
many thanks to the University of Oxford Wytham Woods.

Please note that the walk from Hill End takes 20-25 minutes, and is up hill at times. Sturdy footwear is recommended.
booking essential £7 adult, £5 children https://hill-end.org/news/ww1_practice_trenches/

Lesley Williams Headington Extended Schools Coordinator 07982439 828
illi i ip.co.uk




24 October - 1 November 2026




£

OCTOBER

HALF TERM

Registered charity 1107809

AN3ISNIN

We have plenty of exciting events happening this October Half
Term to fill your holidays with story fun!

10 CHILDREN WHO CHANGED THE WORLD
WITH PATERSON JOSEPH AND BEN PARK
SAT 24 OCT 14:30 * AGES 7+

THE MYSTERY OF THE STORY MUSEUM
TUE 27 OCT 12:00 & 14:30 - AGES 8+

CRIME SCENE SCIENCE FAMILY WORKSHOP
THU 29 OCT 11:00 & 14:30 « AGES 5+

LITTLE MISS MARPLE: MUDDLE AT THE VICARAGE
FRI 30 OCT 11:00 & 14:30 - AGES 4+

COMIC CLUB & COMIC CLUB PLUS
SAT 31 OCT 11:00 (AGES 8-11) & 13:30 (AGES 12-16)



Play, Discover, Learn!
this October Half Term
in the Roald Dahl
Children’s Gallery

For more event
details, charges and
to book please scan

the QR code
or visit

discoverbucksmuseum.org

SAXOIIS
Until 1 November 2026 )

The SAXONS brings together extraordinary archaeological
discoveries to tell powerful human stories. Through real
artefacts, immersive displays, and vivid storytelling, the
exhibition reveals how people lived, fought; believed, and
‘were remembered over 1,300 years ago.

Discover Bucks Museum
Aylesbury HP20 2QP

) " ARTS COUNGIE
discoverbucksmuseum.org ENGLAND )




Emma Boor presents: « Relaxed, sensory
performance

Sensory » Suits children aged 2-7
and their families

SU ITCAS E  Reduced audience
capacity

STORIES -

\._....-... Funded b
<t Im‘“” ymenl Regis

' EOXFORD SCIENCE
+IDEAS FESTIVAL

100+ events and activities for you: click to explore

2 - IF Oxford - 100+ events and activities for you: click to explore



https://if-oxford.com/?mc_cid=e0fcacaa8d&mc_eid=fc8c623a08
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Join Rugby All-Stars at©Xford Quins for action—packe@ys of
rugby, leaming and fun!
*

r?pen toplayers of all abilitiES @G =11 an Y
designed to help every playerdevelop their game in afun, positive
and professional environment

26" of October until 30" of Oct

am until 4pm
Location: Horsepath
35 per day

SCAN TO BOOK




School holidays
just got more exciting

Ready for a school holiday
full of excitement?

Give your child an unforgettable school holiday
filled with fresh air, freedom and adventure!

Set within 42 acres of stunning woodland in rural Oxfordshire at Youlbury,
Boars Hill, children aged 8-16 will take part in a daily programme of non-
stop outdoor action. With expert instructors leading the way, creating a safe
and supportive environment where children run, climb, explore, and build
confidence while unplugging from screens and having a blast with friends in

the great outdoors!

What's on offer:

* High-energy adventures such as
archery, ziplining. and climbing.

« Fun team building games and
problem-solving challenges.

o Survival skills such as shelter
building. backwoods cooking and
fire lighting.

« Connect with the natural world
with mindful activities, outdoors
arts and crafts, wildlife spotting.
and nature walks.

Whenis it:

« Running throughout February,
Easter, May, Summer and October
school holidays (see website for
dates).

* 8.30am - 5.20pm dally (activities
run 9am - 5pm)

« Participants can attend individual
days, or the entire week.

Book now and join the adventure!

www.scoutadventures.org.uk/events




OXFORD UNITED
IN'THE COMMUNITY

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 125173

HALF-TERM HOLIDAY CAMPS!

Come down for a half-term of fun, football and the chance to meet new | ‘
friends. The camps take place in a safe and fun environment, mixing fun |
sessions with skill-based activities suitable for all abilities.

e Boys camp: Monday 26 October - Friday 30 October
e Girls camp: Monday 26 October - Friday 30 October
« The Oxford Academy, Oxford, OX4 6JZ

For any enquiries,
please email
community@oufc.co.uk

Scan tobook
your place!

The North Walll
Arts Centre

Aged 8-17? Love writing and drama?
Playwriting Opportunity
Would you like to co-write a brand-new play?

We are inviting local young creatives to write and submit a five-minute
scene. Scenes will be knitted together to create a vignette-style play. The

play will have public performances in July 2027. No experience necessary!
Apply now - thenorthwall.com

Apply by 6 November 2026




D The North Wall
Arts Centre

Octobey WorkshOp

Shadow Puppet Theatre
26 & 27 October 9am - |2pm
8- || year olds

Join us this half term to explore storytelling through shadow puppetry. Each
participant will make their own shadow box a ippets and bring their story to life
with movement, light, sounds and character voices.

Book now: www.thenorthwall.com

TERM TIME CLASSES

A8 sonod™
\SC“

October Half
Tepm Holldav

\’}701‘

R AGES - 13

“The Studio” at Old ~ £25/Half Day
Headington Village £48/Day
Hall, OX3 9BY £130/Week

07301 616 307, NORTHOXFORD@CY GNETSARTSCHOOL.COM
WWW.CYGNETSARTSCHOOL.COM/NORTHOXFORD




HEADINGTON SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP : extended learning for all ages

08.10.26 term 1 letter 6

IF OXFORD SCIENCE AND IDEAS FESTIVAL  16-31 October

The 2026 science and ideas Festival is ready for you again, with exciting, intriguing and unexpected events and
activities for all ages across dozens of venues in and around the city, and beyond.

SOME HIGHLIGHTS : ARTS AND PERFORMANCES bookable : Poetry of Science ~ Brain bending illusion show —
Storm cloud — Amazing animals

INTERACTIVE ZONES _drop in: Family day - Explorazone — Tech works — Blast! - Zone one

PRESENTATIONS AND TALKS : The dawn of Al - Ghost in the machine - Spilling the tea

WORKSHOPS : Glow your own — coding — The chemistry of colour — Origami engineering, beginner to expert
Browse the full programme now: www.if-oxford.com and plan your festival

This year marks the 35th science and ideas Festival in Oxford, with most events still offered on the Pay What You Decide
(PWYD) system, with no questions asked, plus a range of FREE events

THE STORY MUSEUM 42 Pembroke Street, OX1 18P
ACCESS-FRIENDLY DAY  Saturday 10 October 10.00-4.30

Enjoy a day of access to both the Galleries and Small Worlds with a single ticket and explore the Museum in whatever
way best suits you and your family. The access-friendly days are suitable for all families but particularly those who prefer
amore relaxed experience as the museum spaces run with adjusted lighting and sounds and the tickets are limited to
keep the numbers low in the galleries. £14 per person

HARRY POTTER FAMILY QUIZ  Sunday 11 October 2.30 & 3.30 42 Pembroke Street, OX1 18P
Witches and Wizards are invited to celebrate Harry Potter Book Night in our marvelious magic common room! Dust down
your robes and brush up on your wizarding world knowledge for our special quiz. The theme for 2026 is Spells and Potions
£3 added to your Gallery entry

LOTS HAPPENING DURING HALF TERM WEEK org.ukiwh: ?
SCIENCE OXFORD The Science Oxford Centre, Stansfeld Park, Quarry Road, OX3 8SB
FAMILY DAYS every Saturday - two hours in the Exploration Zone 10.00-12.00, 12.30-2.30, 3.00-5.00
the outdoor water lab and all day access to the woodlands  best for ages 3+ but all are welcome

£8.50 per person which includes the Eventbrite fee - free for Under 3s

You are advised to book in advance ily-days-every-saturday

FAMILY DAY WITH THE CLOUD FACTORY SHOW  saturday 17 October

with Dr Sarah Bearchell - part of the IF OXFORD SCIENCE AND IDEAS FESTIVAL

Have you ever touched a cloud? Have you ever tasted a strawberry cloud?! At The Cloud Factory you can touch, see,
hear, smell and taste clouds as they are made from dry ice.

show times: 12.00-12.30 1.00-.30  2.30-3.00 3.30-4.00

Admission to the show is free but your time slot must be booked with the family day ticket £9.50

STEM THEMED SATURDAY CLUBS 10.00-11.30, 12.30-2.00, 3.00-4.30
£15 per child - adult(s) free i ie xford-
helping you and your child to leam from each other and work together while trying out new things

book now - they sell out quickly! https://scienceoxford.com/whats-on
NATURE CLUB : THE WOODLOUSE EXPERIMENT Saturday 10 October 10.00, 12.30, 3.00
for ages 5-9 h iment-3/
SCIENCE CLUB : SKELETONS Saturday 24 October 10.00, 12.30, 3.00
for ages 5-9 i

OXFORD UNIVERSITY MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY Parks Road, OX1 3PW

half term events

BAT TRACKERS TRAIL  Saturday 24 October — Sunday 1 November

Grab your trail and get ready to flap into action! Bats have taken over the museum, and your help is needed to find them all!
best for ages 4-10 https://oumnh.ox.ac.uk/event/bat-trail

MEGALITH immersive experience by MECHANICAL Saturday 24 - Saturday 31 October
For ages 6+ FREE entry every 30 minutes.

Don't miss out! Head to the Welcome Desk when you arrive to discover the day's timings and book your free
session. Spaces are limited for this exclusive, one-off experience, so be sure to reserve your place earl
Megalith is a fascinating new immersive experience that invites audiences into a participatory, interactive, hands-on
encounter with rocks.Amid a changing climate, what might be the future of energy, beyond fossil fuels? Megalith offers a
tactile, meditative exploration through copper, cobalt, mmum and tin - the crtical metals that make up the batteries of
tomorrow. by

SPARKLE, SHINE AND ROCK  Tuesday 26 October 1.00-4.00

An afternoon of discovering the wonderful world of rocks and minerals. From sparkly and shiny gemstones, to the rocks that
help to build the world around us. Participate in crafts inspired by the beauty of gemstones and see some real rocks and
minerals up close.

DANCIN’ OXFORD the twentieth Oxford family dance festival 25 September — 31 October

Dancin’ Oxford brings a month of dance, creativity and family fun to venues and communities across Oxford and Oxfordshire

but mainly from mid-October

Whether your family loves watching dance, wants to get up and join in, or has never been to a dance performance before,

there's something for you. Expect magical , live music, ballet, creative ps and, of course,

plenty of opportunities to dance yourselves.

DANCE TASTER DAY Saturday 18 October 10.00-4.00 Summertown Arts, 294a Banbury Road, OX2 7ED

forage 18+ 45 minute sessions — each one a different dance style £5 a session — pay on the door
doiik d-d: ith. family-dance-festi

1-is-backs

IRIS PROJECT - RUMBLE MUSEUM Cheney School, Cheney Lane , OX3 7QH
VICTORIAN FESTIVAL Thursday 22 October 3.30 - 5.30

The Rumble Museum at Cheney School invites you to their Victorian Festival with a wide range of performances, stalls,
activities and workshops themed on the Victorian era, and aimed at all ages. Highlights include a blacksmith forge, walking
forest suffragettes, pennyfarthing cycles and Victorian magic shows and new! a ferris wheel. There will be displays from a
number of local museums and organisations, as well as creative activities and stalls run by Cheney's Museum Council
students. The Victorian magic show will be at 3.05, 4.00, and 5.00.

The event is FREE but donations are welcomed  To book places, please use the on line form

please email Iro@cheneyschool.org with any questions. org.uk/index.php/wh
HILL END OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTRE Eynsham Road, OX2 9NJ
HALF TERM ACTIVITES already bookable! ill-end. iviti i

WILD DAYS FOR 7-12 YEAR OLDS Monday 26, Tuesday 27 October 9.00-4.30

For small groups of up to 16 children, offering nature-immersive activities exploring the woodland, meadows, ponds and
streams at Hill End and in next-door Wytham Woods - setting up base camp each day for an exciting range of activities
such as nature walks, bushraft, campfire cooking, den-building, and finding out about autumn plants and animals.

£50 perday  lots more i at http y

WOODLAND SPOOKYACULAR FAMILY DAYS Wednesday 28, Thursday 29 October 10.00-2.00
Spend a fantastic day of autumn adventure at Hill End! Explore the stunning 67-acre site, get creative with nature crafts,
enjoy spooky activities, and gather around the campfire to toast marshmallows.
booking essential £9 adults, £7 children aged 2-16  under 2s free
bring a picnic or add lunch to your booking ~ filled jacket potato £6, soup
https: //hlll—and org/news/woodland_spook/

further ahead but best to book early WW1 TRENCHES TOUR  Saturday 7 November 10.00-12.00

Deep in Wytham Woods are genuine WW1 practice trenches dug by Oxfordshire Soldiers 100 years ago, before they were
posted to the front lines. This remembrance weekend, jon our volunteer Kim Base on this poignant quided tour — with

many thanks to the University of Oxford Wytham Wood

Please note that the walk from Hill End takes 20-25 minules, and is up hill at times. Sturdy footwear is recommended.

booking essential £7 adult, £5 children https:/hill-end.org/news/ww1_practice_trenches/
THE OLD BODLEIAN - DIVINITY SCHOOL Catte Street OX1 3BG
HALLOWEEN FILM SCREENINGS Friday 30, Saturday 31 October, Sunday 1 November

each day : Monsters Inc. (2001) 3.00 Beetlejuice (1988) 6.00 Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1992) 9.00
doors will open half an hour before each screening

early bird £22 in advance £25 - on the door (if available) £30

half price for children for Monsters Inc. _https://visit.bodleian.ox.a

Lesley Williams Headington Extended Schools Coordinator 07982439 828
uk




Join our free,

inclusive dance

group in Oxfordshire

&g@ OXFORDSHIRE
\,.E{)QCOUNTY COUNCIL

We support care-experienced young people through dance,
including young people currently in care, previously looked after,

living in kinship care and those who

are adopted.

We hold weekly dance workshops for young people aged 5-25
where they learn different styles of dance, longside many

performances and social events!

For those over 12 they can complete Level 1 and Level 2 dance

leadership qualifications.

This programme is held at Rose Hill Community Centre, Carole’s
Way, Oxford OX4 4HF on a Monday evening.

We also have programmes across the country should any young
people live closer to another programme.

If interested or you have any queries

or if you w ke to sign
up, please use the QR code or contact:

amelia@caretodance.co.uk

o
-

Our Dance Communities

North East:

* South Tyneside
* Stockton-on-Tees
* Gateshead

* Durham

* Sunderland

* Teesside

Staffordshire:

Telford and Wrekin

Swindon
Oxfordshire
Brighton & Hove

London:

* Hackney Wick/Newham
* Southwark

* City of London
 Hertfordshire

« Islington

East Midlands:

* Notinghamshire
(Mansfield)

* Leicester

* Lincoln

Dudley

Walsall

Sandwell
irmingham

Coventry

Kent:
« Folkestone
* Herne Bay




Community Flyer

Play Grassroots Football with Summertown Stars AFC!

Did you know that hundreds of children from our school community lace up their boots
every single weekend to play for Summertown Stars AFC?

As North Oxford's premier grassroots community football club, we offer safe, inclusive,
and highly fun football for boys and girls from Under-6s all the way up to adults. With
over 60 teams, our focus is entirely on friendship, teamwork, and developing a lifelong
love for sport—no matter your child's experience or current skill level!

*Fully accredited FA Coaches
* Dedicated girls' teams across almost all age groups

* Fun mid-week training at Phil & Jim and at Cherwell School and our home
grounds of Five-Mile Drive. Weekend league and cup matches locally and away.

We are currently welcoming new players across several age groups, as well as parent
volunteers who want to get involved in coaching or team support.

Want to join the fun?

Find your child's age group or register your interest today at
www.summertownstars.org or email our team at org.

Come and be a part of your local community club!

TBALL ACADE

TWO DAYS OF NETBALL, SKILLS AND FUN
T0

TUESDAY 27™ &
THURSDAY 29™ OCTOBER

OXFORD HIGH SCHOOL
9:00AM - 3:00PM

AGES YEARS

mk oo &

PP

YOUR SKILLS & FROM EXPERIENCED ON TECHNIQUE, FRIENDS,
CONFIDENCE COACHES TACTICS & TEAM SPIRIT &
GAME PLAY GREAT ENERGY!

@ TARGETNETBALLACADEMY.CO.UK

TARGETNETBALLACADEMY@GMAIL.COM




OXFORDVSiS\WINDON b

SUNDAY 11 OCTOBER | 2:00PM %

FAMILY

FO0TBAUL
FORARVER

ADULT + (R

WATCH
VIOV GREAT
MEETTHEPLAYERS 000 /%%5%”[

TICKETS ON SALENOW

OUWFC.CO.UK/TICKETS

*WHEN PURCHASED ONLINE IN ADVANCE




TERM TIME CLASSES / HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS

FOR AGES J+
THE UKS LEADING FINE ART SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN

At Cygnets our focus is on tradifional - Old Headington Village Hall,
drawing, painting, and sculpture, Headington, OX3 9BY
combined with unique projects, all &

taught by experienced teachers, Y e o Ty B
using professional quality materials. Seacour erdl!,‘B()llC.\ ?
OX2 9TH

B4 northoxford@cygnetsartschool.com gnetsartschool.com/northoxford 07301618307




66 TheLibrary

Oxfordshire

SHORT STORY
COMPETITION

- 2027

Up to 3,000 words for adults & young adults
and up to 1,000 words for children.

The winning story in each category will
be published as an ebook for library
members to borrow!

ENTRIES OPEN: 14 SEPTEMBER
CLOSING DATE: 15 NOVEMBER

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/shortstorycompetition 9 2

OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL
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LOVE TO PLAY?

Whether you're new to

football or already love SCHOOL YEAk 4AND 5

the game, come and be

part of our friendly, FROM SEPTEMBER 2026 —_
supportive team! ~ls
TUESDAYS

FUN & INCLUSIVE } E TRAINING 6-7PM
Everyone welcome! ‘ HEADINGTON SCHOOL |

s

e sens
: ‘ E MATCHES 9:30Am 0r 10am

TEAM SPIRIT (USUALLY 10AM)

Make friends for life \ .

"~ ALL ABILITIES WELCOME! =

BE PART OF NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED - //
SOMETHING GREAT! JUST BRING YOUR ENTHUSIASM! A

COME & BE PART OF OUR mw/@

45+ YEARS OF COMMUNITY ¥ FA QUALIFIED COACHES ¥ SAFE & FUN ENVIRONMENT

<2 Ema:/ Qﬁ(
GET IN TOUCH TODAY! -’/ under10g:rls@mrjfc club




ONE CITY
ONE COMMUNITY

OXFORD EH‘? /5 RFC PORTCHESTER

THE OPENING DAY | THE MGROUP STADIUM | 2PM KO

~ FREE TICKETS




The North Wall

Arts Centre

TINY IDEAS FESTIVAL
Page One Theatre presents

RISE AND FALL

Saturday 26 September 11am and 2pm
Meet all manner of balloons from small
floating moons to vast bouncing orbs!
Forever expanding and contracting,
balloons are free to float, fly and sway.
Hold your breath and go sailing away.

Rise and Fall is a poetic and intriguing
performance for young audiences about
holding on and letting go. Performed

by one dancer, Rise and Fall has toured
internationally and at UK venues including
The Royal Opera House.

AGES 2+

BIN RAT

Sunday 27 September 11am and 2pm

A rat-astic and realistic look into refuse and
recycling. Rummage through the rubble with
Bin Rat to discover where all the junk goes!
Scrape scraps off the streets in this interactive
puppetry show, & find out what literally
happens to litter.

The Last Baguette presents an entertaining,
accessible and eccentric work for family
audiences.

AGES 3-8

TICKETS: £12 (£8 children, under 2s go free)
BOX OFFICE: 01865 319 450 / thenorthwall.com
The North Wall, South Parade, Oxford, OX2 7N

The North Wall
Arts Centre

M6 Theatre presents

ALL THE
SMALL THINGS

Saturday 24 October 11am and 2pm
Deep in the woods, in the middle of
nowhere, lives the Story Collector. :
Drawers, cabinets and cupboards brim with
baddies and goodies, hopes and wishes,
once upon a times and far, far aways.

A magical place of possibilities. On the

turn of the snow globe, the enchantment
begins...

M6 Theatre's trademark beautiful design i Sonrisa Arts presents

and heartwarming storytelling combine H

with singing, puppetry, and physical comedy DANCE IN TH E DARK

in this brand-new spin on fairytales. i Wednesday 28 October 1pm & 3pm

i Come in your favourite PJs for a slumber party

¢ in a giant sleepover den and a playful night-time
adventure. As darkness descends, giggle as we
get ready for bed, explore spooky shadows,
listen to night-time sounds, and feel the wind

: and rain on our faces.

i Discover the magic of the dark, whirl and twirl,

i catch a shooting star and learn to be brave

i at bedtime.

AGES 4+

i Co-created with children, this beautiful new

: show is a dreamy multi-sensory feast that
gently introduces little ones to the magic and
wonder of theatre.

AGES 3-8

Families are invited to join us for relaxed and
inclusive arts and crafts, activities and play
between children’s shows. These are free drop-in
workshops, open to all

Details of timings for each Stay and Play session
are available on the website.
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