
 

St Andrew's C of E Primary School 11th 
September 

Everyone is different. Everyone is special. Everyone is our neighbour. 

 



 

In this weekly newsletter, there is information about upcoming events in school and the 

community, as well as sharing about special events which have taken place in the school.  

Please also take time to read the section about health, safety and safeguarding as lots of 

important information is shared here.  

This term in assemblies, we are thinking about our school value of friendship. Over our play 

times since being back in school, this value has already been very much in evidence. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



International Evening - Friday 18th September 

 

On Friday 18th September 6.00-7.30pm, it will be our annual International Evening. This is an 

opportunity to meet others in our school community (adults and children) and share food 

together. Every family is encouraged to bring some food - ideally representing your culture - to 

share. We then try the different foods whilst enjoying getting to know one another. There will 

be music and chance to colour in your flag!  

There will also be a second hand uniform sale.  

Please save the date and time now.  

Headington Wombles 

Headington Wombles next community litter pick is being held on Friday 18th September at 12 

noon (midday) at Treatz in central Headington. Please come for as long or little as you’re able. 

We’ll be inside at one of the tables.  



 

Please bring a litter picker if you already have one, and a pair of sturdy gloves to wear. We’ll also 

have equipment people can borrow available.  

 

Also please join our WhatsApp group at 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/JRXK8ZjMHVFFHQSTwMD7nv in case there are any updates on the 

day.  

 

We look forward to seeing you when we’re out Wombling soon.  

 

To read more visit our website at: https://sites.google.com/viewg/headington-wombles/.  

 

Best wishes, Headington Wombles 

Play at St Andrew's 

There are so many different ways the children can play at lunch: organised sports such as unihoc, 

football, basketball, badminton, tennis; free play on the climbing equipment or slide; creative 

play in the sand pit, big tyres and tree trunk; inside space, such as the library, Mrs Walker's 

crafts in the hall, prayer space or music room; or being with the chickens in our wild area. Senior 

leadership are out every lunch play time - and it is wonderful to see the children enjoying such a 

range of ways to play.  

 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/JRXK8ZjMHVFFHQSTwMD7nv
https://sites.google.com/viewg/headington-wombles/


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Health, Safety and safeguarding  

 

Food in school: 

Please remember that St Andrew's is a nut free school - this includes things like cereal bars 

with nuts or nutella (chocolate spread) sandwiches.  

SNACKS - many children are hungry by the mid-morning break time. In Reception, there are 

snack times in the morning and afternoon, which include free fruit which is also given to 

children in Year 1 and 2. Children in Years 3 - 6 are encouraged to bring a healthy snack for the 

morning break, such as a piece of fruit or crackers and cheese. 

LUNCHES - Our school menu is halal. The menu can be found here. 

 

Medical / dietary needs: 

https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/9575C50096759C5053A76584F625F7AD.pdf


Please make sure that your child's medical and dietary needs are kept up to date on MCAS. It is 

essential that school knows this information in order to keep your child safe.  

This can be found under 'DATA COLLECTION' - 'MEDICAL, DIETARY. The screenshot shows some 

of the options that are on the drop down menu - these include things like 'No pork' at the end 

of the list.  

 

Attendance: 

Your child being in school is important to us! Each and every child is valued - their learning, their 

friendships, their development all benefit from being in the school community.  

We recognise that children might become unwell and need to miss school whilst they get better. 

This link is a helpful guide as to which illnesses mean your child should remain at home: Is my 

child too ill for school? - NHS 

We understand that there may be exceptional circumstances which means your child needs to 

miss school. Please look at our attendance guide to understand which absences are authorised. 

St Andrew's Church of England Primary School, Oxford - Attendance 

We encourage conversations between home and school if there are any barriers to attendance 

or concerns arising over attendance.  

When your child is absent, please let the office know as soon as possible; the office will call you 

if they do not know why your child is absent, starting with contacting the families of the 

children who walk alone to school in Year 5 & 6.  

 

Safeguarding: 

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please speak to the Designated Safeguarding Lead, Mrs 

Jo Holmes or the Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads, Mrs Mary Wright and Mrs Annie 

Arnold.  

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=Attendance&pid=47


 



Dates  

 

Term dates for this academic year (2026-27) are available here. 

Class letters and topic webs have been sent home which contain information about key dates 

specific to your child's class. 

These are whole school events. 

 

Friday 18th September – SASA International Evening – a chance to share food and fun together 

with the school community 

 

Wednesday 30th September – Flu vaccines 

 

Tuesday 6th October, 10.30am – Harvest Service at St Andrew’s Church 

 

Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 14th October, 3.30 – 6.00pm – Class teacher meetings 

 

Friday 16th October – Years 3 – 6 British History Day  

 

Monday 19th – Thursday 22nd October – Deep learning week – a shared learning experience 

for the   whole school 

https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/2D0AFDA35F0D0FEF30418062C2095FA4.pdf


 

Friday 23rd October – INSET – no children in school 

Cheney School events 

The Iris Project is organising the following free workshops and events this September and 

October: 

 

Ovid-Inspired Postcard and Story Drop-in - St Alban’s Church, Charles Street, Oxford 

Saturday 12th September, 10 - 1pm 

  

Magical realist novel The Birder imagines an alternate Oxford where people transform into birds, 

and features linocuts of birds in Oxford locations. It was inspired by the poem Metamorphoses 

written by the ancient Roman poet Ovid. 

Make your own postcard imagining a transformed bird in Oxford, and write a little story about 

your bird in our group storybook! 

This activity is part of the Oxford Open Doors programme. It is free and aimed at all ages.  

There is more information here. 

 

Victorian Festival - Rumble Museum at Cheney School, Oxford 

Thursday 22nd October, 3.30 - 5.30pm 

  

The Rumble Museum at Cheney School is delighted to announce our Victorian Festival! 

The festival will include a wide range of performances, stalls, activities and workshops themed 

on the Victorian era, and aimed at all ages. Highlights include a Blacksmith Forge, Walking 

Forest Suffragettes, Penny Farthings and Victorian Magic Shows. There will be a number of local 

museums and organisations, as well as creative activities and stalls run by Cheney's Museum 

Council students.  

There will be three repeated Victorian Magic Shows at 3.05pm, 4pm, and 5pm.  

The event is free and aimed at all ages. To book places, please fill in this form.  

https://apolloandartemisblog.wordpress.com/2026/08/20/ovid-inspired-story-and-postcard-making-drop-in/
https://forms.gle/JrYokdcbD3cuSjtu8


Please email lro@cheneyschool.org with any questions. There is a webpage for the event here. 

 

mailto:lro@cheneyschool.org
https://rumblemuseum.org.uk/index.php/what-s-on


St Andrew's Church concert 

 

Helpful information for parents/ carers 

Parent/carer engagement: 

At St Andrew's, we would love for every parent/carer to feel that they can engage with the 

school at the level at which they feel comfortable. For some this might mean becoming a 

governor; for others this might mean helping out at an event or being able to contribute 

financially.  

SASA (St Andrew's School Association) is the parent/carer group of which every adult with a 

child in the school is automatically a part.  

Fundraising:  

As a school, we are extremely grateful to our parent body / SASA who look for ways to raise 

money for the school, through events such as the fun run, disco, film night etc - this all supports 

the wider learning opportunities, such as keeping our lovely library well-stocked, updating our 

play equipment, developing our music provision. In addition, as a school, we seek out 



opportunities for grants and free events/ trips, to enable all of our pupils to have a rich learning 

experience during their time at St Andrew's.  

Sometimes families are unable to attend the fund-raising events but would still like to 

contribute to the school. For this reason, we have set up the following options: 

1. A QR code found on our website.  

2. An Amazon 'wish list':   https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb  

3. Cashback from Sainsburys and Argos – signing up to the MySchoolFund. When 

someone signs up using our school code, the individual gets 2% cashback on spend in 

Sainsburys and Argos and the school gets 1% in eGift vouchers. Link to our school (use 

postcode OX3 9ED) on the My School Fund website. If this could work for you, please do 

sign up. Sign up today at www.myschoolfund.org Our school registration number : 29600 

Eggs  

Don't forget that eggs from our very own chickens are on sale in the office. The children looking 

after the chickens are keen to get this money, as we need it to buy food for the chickens!  

 

Library books 

If a book is overdue, a reminder comes from the librarian. If the book is lost or damaged, the 

cost of the book is on that overdue reminder slip. Replacing a book or sending in money to 

cover the cost of the book enables the library to remain well-stocked. 

 

Toys 

At St Andrew's we ask that children do not bring in toys and special items from home, as these 

items can be lost, which causes upset and tension between children when accusations arise as 

to who might have taken or broken an item. 

https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=SASA+-+Our+%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3BParent%2FTeacher+Association&pid=41
https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb
http://www.myschoolfund.org/


Information about local events 
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