
 

St Andrew's C of E Primary School 22nd 
May 

Everyone is different. Everyone is special. Everyone is our neighbour. 

 



 

This week we wished Mrs Walker (librarian) farewell as she retires. Each class did something 

special for her in their library session, from a tea party in Year 1 to a treasure hunt in Year 6. We 

had a special assembly for her on Thursday and wished her all the best for the next chapter of 

her life. 

 

Term finishes at usual time today (3.15pm Reception/ 3.20pm Years 1 - 6) before the half term 

holiday next week.  

Don't forget the cake sale and teddy tombola from 3.15pm today in the playground. Reception 

class have been busy naming the teddies for the name draw tombola. Teddy tombola is £1 a go 

and cakes are 50pm. Please feel free to donate more as we are raising money for Mrs Holmes' 

marathon hike in aid of Macmillan Cancer Research.  

We wish you all a good break with family and friends and look forward to welcoming all the 

children back on Monday 1st June.  



 

Year 2 minibeasts 

Following on from Year 2's informative sharing about minibeasts in celebration assembly last 

week, the class are very excited that their catepillars have now formed into chrysalis. They are 

hoping the butterflies won't emerge until after the half term holiday.  

 

Year 4  Hill End residential 

As we neared Hill End, we talked about what we thought the sun-soaked meadow would look 

like and the fun we would have with it. 

We hiked up the hill so we could enter our warm, cosy, perfect dorms, which we unpacked our 

luggage in (boys and girls were in different dorms), we went on a walk that we played, learnt 

and ran in - that was only the start of the fun. 



The next day, we built a den that included team work, hard work and patience. We also lit a fire 

which was really hard but fun! That night we had dinner which added on to the wonderful food 

record. After that everyone huddled around the campfire, chatting, singing and eating the 

delicious, gooey, heavenly smores.  

The next day we mopped the floor of the shower, bathroom and dining room because it was so 

dirty and gross! We looked at different animals in the pond, like water snails. We also saw a 

duck followed by ducklings, it was so cute. Some people made a snowman with hail. Finally we 

tried to find a word with clues to each letter which was really hard, none of us did it. 

Eventually, after three days and two nights, we left Hill End. But of course we were all happy to 

see our parents. What an adventurous experience! 

By Danial (Year 4) 

 

Year 6 trip to C S Lewis nature reserve 

Last Friday, Year 6 visited CS Lewis nature reserve for pond dipping and plant identification as 

part of their Science learning. After a week of doing their SATS, being in nature was timely and 

much needed. 



 

 



Young Art Oxford 

Last weekend, all our winners from Young Art Oxford had their art work exhibited at the 

Ashmolean Museum. The organiser said that it was fantastic to see lots of St Andrew’s children 

enjoying the exhibition and taking such pride in their displayed artwork. The event was a huge 

success, with lots of visitors, generous donations raised for Rafiki Thabo, and an incredible range 

of artwork from schools across the area. 

 



 

 



 

Year 3 and 4 football competition at Windmill 

On Tuesday, two mixed boy/girl teams from Years 3 and 4 went to play football at Windmill 

against school in our local Headington partnership. Both Year 3 and 4 teams worked well 

together, particularly as this was their first time of playing as a team - and on such a large pitch! 

Year 4 had a very successful win - congratulations! 

 



 

 

 

Year 5 River trip 

At 9.00 o'clock in the morning, we (Year 5) set off walking down to the River Cherwell via 

Mesopotamia Walk. It was a nice day and Mr Chamier-Williams helped us to identify different 

birdsong like the wren and black cap. 

When we arrived at the river, we put our coats and bags down and split into three groups, one 

with Mrs Johnson, one with Miss Bloomer and Mr Chamier-Williams and one with Mrs Bingham.  

The group with Mrs Johnson went to a bridge downstream and measured the depth of the river. 

We did that using fishing tackle and then we hoisted it up and measured it using a measuring 

tape Mrs Johnson had brought. Surprisingly, it was 1.78 metres! 



The group with Miss Bloomer and Mr Chamier-Williams were measuring how fast the Cherwell 

flows. We did that by dropping a stick in and shouting 'go'! That was the signal for the person to 

start the stopwatch on the other bridge. Then the person with the stopwatch would time it. The 

distance was 15m between the two bridges. The mode was 4.01 minutes! 

The last activity was with Mrs Bingham. For this we needed clipboards, pencils and a plain piece 

of paper. We sat down near the punting rolers and we drew all of the wildlife we saw. This is 

what we saw: Canadian geese, a male swan and a female swan guarding her nest. Even a.... 

terrapin!! 

By Edward (Year 5) 

 

 



 

 

Waitrose tokens 

Please remember to put some tokens in the St Andrew's box to secure our school some money. 

Windmill Primary also has a box, so the competition is on! 



 

Year 5 support food bank 

Year 5, as part of the PSHE learning about charity and community giving, joined forces with 

Cheney to get donations for a food bank. They proudly created the donations into a sculpture of 

a turtle before Mr Chamier-Williams took the donations to the food bank.  

 



 

Conversation starters with your child 

Big Science 

Years 1 to 6 have all had the opportunity to carry out their own scientific investigations this 

term. Can they tell you about the question they had, how they went about finding an answer 

and what their conclusions were? Hopefully, they will talk about predictions, creating a fair test 

(with control and variables), data collections, interpreting results, evaluating the results and 

drawing conclusions.  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Cheney upcoming events 

'Nature Late' Festival, 2nd July, 6 - 8pm 

Nature Late will celebrate the world of nature on site at Cheney School through talks, 

workshops, stalls, activities and exhibitions. The schedule is as follows: 

6 - 6.30pm - In Conversation with Roger Harrabin, previously BBC Environmental Analyst 

6 - 8pm - Ecology Festival for all ages with a large range of science and nature-themed stalls and 

activities 

8 - 11pm - Bat Night with Ben Carpenter from Bioscan UK 

If you would like to attend any part of the event, please fill in this form.  

It is free and aimed at all ages. There will be live performances and refreshments as well as 

many stalls and activities, crafts, talks and workshops. 

  

Iris Classics Summer School, 17th - 19th August 

We are delighted to be offering our tenth annual Classics Summer School this August at the Iris 

Classics Centre at Cheney School in Oxford. It will take place on the mornings of 18th, 19th and 

20th August. This year the summer school will be themed on the ancient star myths and 

astronomy.  

The format for each day will be as follows: 

9 – 10.30am – Latin (ages 7 – 9); Latin (ages 10 – 11); Greek (ages 7 – 9); Greek (ages 10 – 11) 

10.30 – 11.15am – refreshments and activities 

https://rumblemuseum.org.uk/index.php/what-s-on/866-nature-late-festival-2nd-july-6-8pm-followed-by-bat-night
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkA035HPmUKFk4Gqu9jIw40_YbQMBb-BYbo51LUqGrLdzWVA/viewform
https://tinyurl.com/49dknhsc


11.15 – 12.45pm – Latin (ages 7 – 9); Latin (ages 10 – 11); Greek (ages 7 – 9); Greek (ages 10 – 

11) 

The classes will be run by experienced teachers and will include activities as well as language 

learning. They will all be aimed at complete beginners. There will be themed activity stalls and 

refreshments between the morning classes. 

Please visit the webpage here for more details and booking. 

Classics Creative Writing Cafe & Weekly Writing Nook  

The Iris Project runs a monthly Classics and Creative Writing Cafe, and also a weekly Writing 

Nook.  

The cafe is a relaxed and informal opportunity to come and share ideas, have a go at writing, or 

just relax and read and chat in a beautiful setting. Each session has a different classical theme as 

a prompt if people want to have a go at writing while there. All genres are welcome! 

The cafe is usually held once a month at St Alban’s Church in Charles Street, Oxford from 2 until 

4pm. There are hot and cold drinks and snacks available (we welcome donations towards 

refreshment costs). 

The next date will be Saturday 6th June, 2 – 4pm – Hector and Achilles (book 22 of Homer’s 

Iliad) 

The cafe is aimed at ages 14 + to adult, and is run by Iris director Dr Lorna Robinson (author of 

novels Hamadryad, The Birder and Flower Gatherers, and short story collection Telling Tales in 

Nature). Please contact her on lorna@irisproject.org.uk if you have any questions about the 

cafe. 

You can attend as a one off or regularly – please book using the email address above. 

We also run a weekly writing space with a classics library – find out more here. 

https://tinyurl.com/49dknhsc
https://apolloandartemisblog.wordpress.com/2024/12/31/new-classics-creative-writing-cafe/
https://apolloandartemisblog.wordpress.com/2026/04/19/classics-creative-writing-weekly-writing-nook-saturdays-10-12/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0GPPCCH79/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0DNC7V79X?ref_=pe_93986420_774957520
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0FJS96JD6?asc_campaign=2b5a785186b501c352c95398a3440b1b&asc_source=01HF4VKJ4CS05F4EY68Y0BSJQD&ref_=pe_93986420_774957520&tag=snxgb56-21
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0CSNN1BTN?ref_=pe_93986420_774957520
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0CSNN1BTN?ref_=pe_93986420_774957520
mailto:lorna@irisproject.org.uk
https://apolloandartemisblog.wordpress.com/2026/04/19/classics-creative-writing-weekly-writing-nook-saturdays-10-12/


Coffee mornings 

 

Every Thursday morning will be a coffee morning with Mrs Suzanne Walker. Feel free to pop in 

any time between 8.45 - 9.30am to meet other parents/ carers or to talk to Mrs Walker. The 

coffee morning will be held in the learning base - come to the school reception to be signed in. 

Health, Safety and safeguarding  

 

Health  



There has been a bit in the news recently about Meningitus cases in Oxfordshire. Guidance 

states 'Children and students of all ages can and should continue to attend educational and early 

years settings as normal, unless settings have been directly advised otherwise by their local 

health protection team. Meningococcal disease does not spread easily, and large outbreaks are 

rare. For parents and carers – if you have not been contacted directly by UKHSA, the risk to you 

or your child is low.' 

 NHS information about meningitus can be found here: Meningitis - Symptoms - NHS 

In St Andrew's there has not been any concerns. Instead, there are some cases of chicken pox at 

the moment.  

Safeguarding 

Mrs Jo Holmes is our designated safeguarding lead and Mrs Mary Wright is our deputy 

designated safeguarding lead. If you ever have any concerns about the safety of a child, please 

do let us know.  

Dates  

 

Term dates for this academic year (2025-26) are available here. 

Below are some key dates which impact the whole school.  

In addition, class letters will have specific dates for special events, visitors or trips for your 

child's class. 

 

Monday 1st June - Start of term - gates open 8.40am 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/meningitis/symptoms/
https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/EAED1C20C3BD9F46A811F0854A9DB856.pdf


Wednesday 3rd June, 9.00am  - parent coffee morning - Mrs Arnold talking about healthy 

eating 

Wednesday 3rd June, 7.00pm - SASA meeting  

Thursday 4th June, 3.00 - 3.30pm Art Exhibition in school hall 

Thursday 4th June, 6.00pm  -New Reception (Sept 2026) parent/carer welcome evening 

Friday 5th June, 8.40 - 9.00am Art Exhibition in school hall 

Sunday 7th June -  Fun Run (registration at 11.45am, run starts at 12pm) 

Monday 8th - Friday 12th June - Year 6 to Woodlands residential 

Monday 8th - Friday 12th  June- Year 1 phonics screening & Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check 

Monday 15th June 4.00pm - New Reception (Sept 2026) garden visit 

Wednesday 17th June 6.30pm - Festival of Voices at Dorchester Abbey 

Thursday 18th June 4.00pm  - New Reception (Sept 2026) garden visit 

Wednesday 24th & Thursday 25th June - Class teacher meeting for parents of children with 

SEND 

Friday 3rd July, 11.30am - Sheldonian concert for orchestra 

Monday 6th - Friday 10th July - Health week 

Monday 6th July, 5.30pm - Summer Music concert 

Wednesday 8th July - Years 3 - 4 Sports day at Horspath athletics stadium 

Friday 10th July, 3.30pm - Summer Fair 

Monday 13th July, 5.30pm - Piano concert 

Tuesday 14th July, 10.30am - Leavers' service at St Andrew's Church 

Tuesday 14th July - end of year reports sent home 

Wednesday 15th July - Transition morning (all children to next year's class) 

Thursday 16th July - Year 6 leavers' assembly - Year 6 parents/ carers invited 

Friday 17th July - Leavers' assembly at school 

Friday 17th July - Term finishes 1.15pm (Reception), 1.30pm (Years 1 - 6)  



Helpful information for parents/ carers 

Parent/carer engagement: 

At St Andrew's, we would love for every parent/carer to feel that they can engage with the 

school at the level at which they feel comfortable. For some this might mean becoming a 

governor; for others this might mean helping out at an event or being able to contribute 

financially.  

SASA (St Andrew's School Association) is the parent/carer group of which every adult with a 

child in the school is automatically a part.  

Fundraising:  

As a school, we are extremely grateful to our parent body / SASA who look for ways to raise 

money for the school, through events such as the fun run, disco, film night etc - this all supports 

the wider learning opportunities, such as keeping our lovely library well-stocked, updating our 

play equipment, developing our music provision. In addition, as a school, we seek out 

opportunities for grants and free events/ trips, to enable all of our pupils to have a rich learning 

experience during their time at St Andrew's.  

Sometimes families are unable to attend the fund-raising events but would still like to 

contribute to the school. For this reason, we have set up the following options: 

1. A QR code found on our website.  

2. An Amazon 'wish list':   https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb  

3. Cashback from Sainsburys and Argos – signing up to the MySchoolFund. When 

someone signs up using our school code, the individual gets 2% cashback on spend in 

Sainsburys and Argos and the school gets 1% in eGift vouchers. Link to our school (use 

postcode OX3 9ED) on the My School Fund website. If this could work for you, please do 

sign up. Sign up today at www.myschoolfund.org Our school registration number : 29600 

Eggs: Don't forget that eggs from our very own chickens are on sale in the office. The children 

looking after the chickens are keen to get this money, as we need it to buy food for the 

chickens!  

 

Recycling opportunity  

https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=SASA+-+Our+%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3BParent%2FTeacher+Association&pid=41
https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb
http://www.myschoolfund.org/


We are really pleased to see the success of the recycling box (via Collection4Clothes) for clothes 

and other items. For every kg collected, the school receives 40p  and also Great Ormond Street 

Hospital received a donation: Clothing Collections | Great Ormond Street Charity (gosh.org) 

Please bring items to the box in the school office foyer. The box will be emptied on a regular 

basis. So, there is no deadline - bring items along as suits you. The items should be in good 

condition - the sort that you would take to a charity shop. 

 

Library books: If a book is overdue, a reminder comes from the librarian. If the book is lost or 

damaged, the cost of the book is on that overdue reminder slip. Replacing a book or sending in 

money to cover the cost of the book enables the library to remain well-stocked. 

Toys: At St Andrew's we ask that children do not bring in toys and special items from home, as 

these items can be lost, which causes upset and tension between children when accusations 

arise as to who might have taken or broken an item. 

Information about local events 

 

1 - Oxford Hoops Basketball Club. 

Oxford Hoop Basketball Club are looking for more girls from Years 5 and 6 so that when the teams split into separate girls and 
boys teams, the girls will still have enough players to make up a team. If you are interested in joining the club have a look at 

their website:- Oxfordhoops.co.uk for more information. 

https://www.gosh.org/about-us/our-fundraising/door-door-fundraising/clothing-collections/


Sessions take place:-Saturday mornings 9:00am - 11:00am (7-11year olds) 

Saturday mornings 11:00am to 13:00pm (11 - 14 year olds)  Sunday afternoon 12:00pm - 2:00pm 1(10-11 year olds) and Friday 
evenings 7:00pm - 8:30pm ( 10-11 yr olds. 

All sessions take place at Cheney School. 
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