
 

St Andrew's C of E Primary School 15th 
May 

Everyone is different. Everyone is special. Everyone is our neighbour. 

 



 

Year 6 have shown great maturity, focus and a desire to 'be the best they can be' with their SATs 

this week. We are really proud of the way they have conducted themselves during the tests. 

They will be celebrating the completion of their SATs at the park on Friday afternoon. We are 

grateful to the governors who came in to support the invigilation and to Kelly (the cook) for the 

delicious flapjacks she provided them to give them a daily boost (along with bananas). 

This week has also seen staff rise to the challenge of the whole week of no internet, phone lines 

or internal lines between computers and printers! It is a testament to their adaptability and 

flexibility as everyone found alternative ways to ensure that teaching and learning was still at its 

best and school remained open! 

We have also have ex-students back with us for the week for their work experience. It is always 

special to welcome ex-pupils back, see how they have developed and grown but still have a 

sense of belonging to the St Andrew's school community. 

The school week is ending with Year 2 proudly sharing their learning with their adults in our 

Friday celebration assembly. 



 

STOP PRESS...  

Due to the predicted heavy rainstorms on Sunday, Fun Run is POSTPONED until Sunday 7th June 

(same times in the day). 

Award for Mrs Arnold  

We are so proud to share that Mrs Arnold won a prize at the inaugural Chairman's Ball: The 

Taylor Award for Inclusion 

This is what the prize was for: 

Annie volunteers her time to support our pan-disability team, The Casuals, every Sunday without 

fail. Annie brings her vast experience as a primary school teacher, to support children with a 

wide range of additional needs. She has built positive relationships with the players, families and 

carers and is a friendly face to newcomers and visiting teams. Annie helps to make the Casuals 

such a success across the county and within the BOBi League and we would be lost without her. 

 

I'm sure you will celebrate with us that whilst Mrs Arnold gives so much to teach, support and 

care for your children in Reception, she is also giving of her time in the wider community. What 

an incredible way to live out our school values and vision! 



 

Year 3 geography workshop and Big Science 

On Tuesday, Year 3 had visitors from Science Oxford who led a practical 'Water Wheels'. This 

workshop involved the children designing, building and testing a 'water wheel', inspired by their 

learning on hydro-power and other renewable energy sources during geography lessons this 

term.  

In addition, Year 3 also presented their Big Science projects, firstly to Year 6 and then to their 

adults. Our Year 3 scientists had conducted a wide range of experiments to explore their 

questions and had drawn their conclusions from the results they gained. What a lot of 

fascinating investigations! 

 



 

 



 

Year 4  Hill End residential 

On Wednesday, Year 4 headed off for their 2-night residential at Hill End. They have had a 

wonderful time exploring and learning about different habitats and developing their survival 

skills in den building and fire lighting. Joining them for their second night, I was impreseed by 

their incredible listening skills around the camp fire (and then making 'smores) and their energy 

and enthusiasm in wide games. This morning, after a good night's sleep and a huge breakfast, 

they all washed up their breakfast things, packed up their belongings, cleaned the dorms, 

bathrooms and canteen, before heading off to their morning activity. What a helpful and hard-

working group of children. I am also particularly grateful to the staff who give lots of extra time 

to enable such trips to go ahead. Lots of photos have been shared on Class Dojo with Year 4, but 

here is a taster of some of their time. 



 

 



Year 2 trip to the Natural History Museum 

On Wednesday, Year 2 visited the Natural History Museum to deepen their learning about 

minibeasts (and held some hissing cockcroaches). Here are some of the facts they shared about 

their learning on return: 

• Minibeasts are very strong 

• If minibeasts were not alive, we wouldn't be alive 

• Minibeasts have three body parts that are head, thorax and abdomen 

• Bugs are the most important animal in the whole universe 

• Minibeasts do not have a backbone 

• Some minibeasts have eyes on their antennae 

Thursday 21st May lunch 

Thursday is the school summer census day, so the kitchen are putting on a special 'Pasta 

Extravanganza!' There will be pasta with a choice of sauces (classic tomato and basil, beef 

bolognese, chicken & pesto) with garlic bread and 'confetti-spaghetti' sponge. 

 

Waitrose tokens 

Please remember to put some tokens in the St Andrew's box to secure our school some money. 

Windmill Primary also has a box, so the competition is on! 



 

School Council charity appeal 

 

Conversation starters with your child 

Oracy at St Andrew's 

As a school, we have been working on oracy skills over the year. We enjoy seeing the results of 

this with clear speaking in celebration assemblies, church services, Big Science presentations 

and drama in class. Oracy is not just about the skills for articulation; it is also about good 

listening. Children will know about listening ladders from their classroom expectations. Why not 

see if they can teach you any skills they have learnt about how to be a good listener! 



 

Coffee mornings 

 

Every Thursday morning will be a coffee morning with Mrs Suzanne Walker. Feel free to pop in 

any time between 8.45 - 9.30am to meet other parents/ carers or to talk to Mrs Walker. The 

coffee morning will be held in the learning base - come to the school reception to be signed in. 



Health, Safety and safeguarding  

 

Health  

This term's Primary School Health Nursing Newsletter 

Summer Term (5): Primary School Health Nursing Newsletter April 2026 

Information about sun safety, water safety, free eye tests and school aged immunisation service 

- amongst other things.  

Safeguarding 

Mrs Jo Holmes is our designated safeguarding lead and Mrs Mary Wright is our deputy 

designated safeguarding lead. If you ever have any concerns about the safety of a child, please 

do let us know.  

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/zAHbjFvzGkPCyrwR?ref=email&loc=play


Dates  

 

Term dates for this academic year (2025-26) are available here. 

Below are some key dates which impact the whole school.  

In addition, class letters will have specific dates for special events, visitors or trips for your 

child's class. 

 

SASA Fun Run - POSTPONED TO SUNDAY 7th JUNE 

Friday 22nd May - Term ends (3.15pm Reception/ 3.20pm Years 1-6) 

Helpful information for parents/ carers 

Parent/carer engagement: 

At St Andrew's, we would love for every parent/carer to feel that they can engage with the 

school at the level at which they feel comfortable. For some this might mean becoming a 

governor; for others this might mean helping out at an event or being able to contribute 

financially.  

SASA (St Andrew's School Association) is the parent/carer group of which every adult with a 

child in the school is automatically a part. Please can you take the time to complete this brief 

survey about SASA (St Andrew's School Association) so that the school can have a better 

understanding of how parents/ carers would like to be involved: Parent/ carer engagement – Fill 

in form 

 

https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/EAED1C20C3BD9F46A811F0854A9DB856.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=I6_Ev_8GZke3r72vO11iDu2zwGpqvNdBscDp_sRiSutUNUlRNk8zMENIUENLRklRNkxBVExOTFdZQS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=I6_Ev_8GZke3r72vO11iDu2zwGpqvNdBscDp_sRiSutUNUlRNk8zMENIUENLRklRNkxBVExOTFdZQS4u


Fundraising:  

As a school, we are extremely grateful to our parent body / SASA who look for ways to raise 

money for the school, through events such as the fun run, disco, film night etc - this all supports 

the wider learning opportunities, such as keeping our lovely library well-stocked, updating our 

play equipment, developing our music provision. In addition, as a school, we seek out 

opportunities for grants and free events/ trips, to enable all of our pupils to have a rich learning 

experience during their time at St Andrew's.  

Sometimes families are unable to attend the fund-raising events but would still like to 

contribute to the school. For this reason, we have set up the following options: 

1. A QR code found on our website.  

2. An Amazon 'wish list':   https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb  

3. Cashback from Sainsburys and Argos – signing up to the MySchoolFund. When 

someone signs up using our school code, the individual gets 2% cashback on spend in 

Sainsburys and Argos and the school gets 1% in eGift vouchers. Link to our school (use 

postcode OX3 9ED) on the My School Fund website. If this could work for you, please do 

sign up. Sign up today at www.myschoolfund.org Our school registration number : 29600 

Eggs: Don't forget that eggs from our very own chickens are on sale in the office. The children 

looking after the chickens are keen to get this money, as we need it to buy food for the 

chickens!  

 

Recycling opportunity  

We are really pleased to see the success of the recycling box (via Collection4Clothes) for clothes 

and other items. For every kg collected, the school receives 40p  and also Great Ormond Street 

Hospital received a donation: Clothing Collections | Great Ormond Street Charity (gosh.org) 

Please bring items to the box in the school office foyer. The box will be emptied on a regular 

basis. So, there is no deadline - bring items along as suits you. The items should be in good 

condition - the sort that you would take to a charity shop. 

 

Library books: If a book is overdue, a reminder comes from the librarian. If the book is lost or 

damaged, the cost of the book is on that overdue reminder slip. Replacing a book or sending in 

money to cover the cost of the book enables the library to remain well-stocked. 

https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=SASA+-+Our+%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3BParent%2FTeacher+Association&pid=41
https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb
http://www.myschoolfund.org/
https://www.gosh.org/about-us/our-fundraising/door-door-fundraising/clothing-collections/


Toys: At St Andrew's we ask that children do not bring in toys and special items from home, as 

these items can be lost, which causes upset and tension between children when accusations 

arise as to who might have taken or broken an item. 

Information about local events 

 

1 - Oxford Hoops Basketball Club. 

Oxford Hoop Basketball Club are looking for more girls from Years 5 and 6 so that when the teams split into separate girls and 
boys teams, the girls will still have enough players to make up a team. If you are interested in joining the club have a look at 

their website:- Oxfordhoops.co.uk for more information. 

Sessions take place:-Saturday mornings 9:00am - 11:00am (7-11year olds) 

Saturday mornings 11:00am to 13:00pm (11 - 14 year olds)  Sunday afternoon 12:00pm - 2:00pm 1(10-11 year olds) and Friday 
evenings 7:00pm - 8:30pm ( 10-11 yr olds. 

All sessions take place at Cheney School. 
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