St Andrew's C of E Primary School 9th
January

Everyone is different. Everyone is special. Everyone is our neighbour.




Happy New Year! | hope 2026 is a positive year for everyone. It is wonderful to have all the
children back in school, with an exciting snowy day to start off the new term.
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PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE:

Class teacher meetings for children on the SEND register moved to Wednesday 21st January
(Tuesday 20th January for Year 3)



Coffee morning

Every Thursday morning will be a coffee morning with Mrs Suzanne Walker. Feel free to pop
in any time between 8.45 - 9.30am to meet other parents/ carers or to talk to Mrs Walker.
The coffee morning will be held in the learning base - come to the school reception to be
signed in.

Epiphany

On Tuesday's collective worship, Mother Emma came in to share about Epiphany, also

known as the Three Kings' Day, when the Wise Men met Jesus. We learnt about how their
names Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar, representing different parts of the world, and their
initials (C M B) are used in a popular Christian blessing 'Christus Mansionem Benedicat' (May
Christ bless this house). In some countries in the world, there is a tradition of chalking a
blessing over doors for the Epiphany. Mother Emma went to chalk the blessing over the door
for each class. Mother Emma also shared a story called Refuge, as we began to think about
our term's value of justice, thinking about the links between loving our neighbour and
justice as we start to think about the early life of Jesus as a refugee.

Mother Emma also visited the Reception class to talk about the Wise Men and their role in

the Christmas story.



Reception places for 2026 - final reminder!

Reception Applications for 2026/27 are now open! We look forward to younger siblings
joining our school in September 2026, alongside other new families. Please do ask at the
office if you would like support in completing the application.

The council website states:

Applications for Reception can be submitted from 4 November 2025 until 15 January
2026 for entry to school in the 2026/27 academic year.

Apply well before the deadline of 15 January in case you have any last minute ICT issues. Go
to www.oxfordshire.qov.uk/primaryadmissions for further information and to submit an

application.

Applying online is the best way to apply - it's safe and secure, you can edit your preferences,
and it won't get held up or go missing in the post.

Applications received after 15 January will be considered late and are far less likely to secure
a place at a preferred school.

Key dates when applying for infant or primary schools

1. Choosing your infant or primary school

2. Make an application to infant and primary school

3. Offer day for infant and primary school

4. Waiting lists for infant and primary schools

Key dates

e 4 November 2025 Applications open.


http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications/make-application
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications/offer-day
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications/wl-infant-and-primary

15 January 2026 Closing date for applications.
30 January 2026 Last date for confirmation of change of address.

16 April 2026 National Offer day: offer letters sent by second-class post where
needed and emails sent to those who applied online.

30 April 2026 Closing date to respond to offers made on 16 April and to join waiting
list

September 2026 Start of the school year.

s your ¢hild :
o - years ¢ old?

Apply online at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
primaryadmissions

~it’s quick, easy and secure.

You can get free access to the internet at
many of our libraries and children’s centres
- ask for details at your local facility.

Deadline for
applications
is 15 January 2026

For help and information:

Web: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissi

Email: issi ire.gov.u
Tel: 01865 519800 Option 2

OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL



Health, Safety and safeguarding

Online Safety
From Dame Rachel de Souza, Children’s Commissioner

'What | wish my parents or carers knew...": A guide for parents and carers on managing

children’s digital lives | Children's Commissioner for England

Supporting children’s safety is a shared responsibility between families, schools and wider
society. For parents and carers, this responsibility has become increasingly complex as
children’s lives are now deeply intertwined with the digital world. Many parents face difficult
decisions about how to balance protecting children from online harm with enabling access
to spaces that are now central to learning, socialising and play.

The last time | published a guide like this, The things | wish my parents had known: Young
people’s advice on talking to your child about online sexual harassment, in December 2021,
it was to help parents and carers navigate difficult conversations about sexual harassment
online. This guide is different in scope, in recognition of the complex, rapidly evolving
landscape in which children — and parents — are navigating. It focuses on the challenge of
managing children’s everyday online habits.

This guide was written with the direct involvement of children in England. It is a reflection of
their views. My office visited schools to speak to teenagers, and spoke to my Youth
Ambassadors and Youth Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Panel to get their
expertise on what works and what doesn’t work between parents or carers and children in
the 21st Century.

When | speak to children about what they would do differently when it comes to being
online, with the benefit of hindsight, | ask them: would they give a smartphone to their own
teenager? Almost unanimously, they tell me no. They want to be protected from it as long as


https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/

possible. Children are clear that they value firm, informed and protective boundaries when
adults have concerns about the content they are accessing online.

As parents, carers, and educators, our job must begin and end with our children’s care and
safety. It’s what they expect and what they want from you. As one young person told me:
“Don’t be afraid to be firm... If you are worried [that] your child is seeing harmful content
and you don’t know what they’re watching and it’s affecting the behaviour, just take it that
you know best — they don’t.”

| hope this guide will be a useful resource for your school community, and | encourage you to
share it with staff and parents where appropriate.

Dates

Term dates for this academic year (2025-26) are available here.
Below are some key whole school dates.

In addition, class letters will have specific dates for special events, visitors or trips for your
child's class.

Friday 16th January - short mid-year progress reports sent home (Years 1 - 6)

CHANGE OF DATE: Wednesday 21st January, 3.30-5.30pm - class teacher meetings for
children with SEND (except for Year 3 who will have the meetings on Tuesday 20th January).
These parents/ carers should have received an email from the office to book a time.

Friday 30th January - skipping workshops during school day & SASA film night

Wednesday 4th, Thursday 5th & Friday 6th February - Lizzie Rowe, local artist, visiting
workshops


https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/EAED1C20C3BD9F46A811F0854A9DB856.pdf

Tuesday 10th February - Safer Internet Day - 'Smart tech, safe choices - exploring safe and
responsible use of Al'

Thursday 12th February - Book look

Friday 13th February - term finishes (3.15pm- Reception class / 3.20pm Years 1- 6)

After School Club and after school activities

Orchestra ParentPay | School Mall | Louise/Spke | By inviation
15201620 | Years3-6 | £103.77 | Website Base | JAM ostalaeoding franscape oichasy.
Coding Learning Coding
Muispont [ 1520-1620 [vears1-2 [£50 Webute  |Playground | ignite Sports. wll
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Football Oub | 15:20-1620 | Years1-3 | £

There are some new after school activities this term. Please check our school website for
more details about the after school activities (at the bottom of this page: St Andrew's Church

of England Primary School, Oxford - Wrap around care and after school activities)

e KS1 (Years 1 & 2) multi-sports activity on Mondays

e Coding club on Mondays (see poster)

Please note: After School Club places are booked at the start of the year for the whole school
year. You do not need to re-book your child's place, but just let the office know if there is a
change to your child's booking.



https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=Wrap+around+care+and+after+school+activities&pid=69
https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=Wrap+around+care+and+after+school+activities&pid=69
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they are older
will involve

St Andrew's CoE Primary School - KS2 Coding coding.

GAMEBUILDING
Afterschool Club_

At Jam Coding, our goal is to help improve children’s digital skills. This
game building taster morning will teach children how to code and build
their very own 3D computer game.

Children will have fun creating interactive animations and games using
visual coding. Working in teams, they will learn how to think logically and
solve problems. At the end of the course, all children will receive a
certificate and one team will receive a trophy!

12/19 /26" Jan

DATES: 2/9/23“’Feb
2/ 9/ 16/ 23 March

Mondays at

TINE:
15:20 - 16:20

£10 per session (inc. VAT)
i PRICE : »£100 for ten weeks of fun*

Click the link above to view course details OR visit our
website and head to the booking tab. Enter your postcode
in the locations field and click search to view courses.
Then select the school or venue you require. N.B. You can
only attend courses held at the school that your child
attends. You can also search by the school postcode.

For more information, contact your Area Manager on:

oxford.am@jamcoding.co.uk or 01865 965 391

WIN A FREE PLACE! .00
Follow us on social media for

the chance to win a free place. www.jamcoding.co.uk
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1 - Spring Census day menu - Thursday 15th January

Helpful information for parents/ carers

Parent/carer engagement:

At St Andrew's, we would love for every parent/carer to feel that they can engage with the
school at the level at which they feel comfortable. For some this might mean becoming a
governor; for others this might mean helping out at an event or being able to contribute

financially.



SASA (St Andrew's School Association) is the parent/carer group of which every adult with a
child in the school is automatically a part. Please can you take the time to complete this brief
survey about SASA (St Andrew's School Association) so that the school can have a better
understanding of how parents/ carers would like to be involved: Parent/ carer engagement —

Fill in form

Fundraising:

As a school, we are extremely grateful to our parent body / SASA who look for ways to raise
money for the school, through events such as the fun run, disco, film night etc - this all
supports the wider learning opportunities, such as keeping our lovely library well-stocked,
updating our play equipment, developing our music provision. In addition, as a school, we
seek out opportunities for grants and free events/ trips, to enable all of our pupils to have a
rich learning experience during their time at St Andrew's.

Sometimes families are unable to attend the fund-raising events but would still like to
contribute to the school. For this reason, we have set up the following options:

1. A QR code found on our website.

2. An Amazon 'wish list': https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb

3. Cashback from Sainsburys and Argos — signing up to the MySchoolFund. When
someone signs up using our school code, the individual gets 2% cashback on spend in
Sainsburys and Argos and the school gets 1% in eGift vouchers. Link to our school
(use postcode OX3 9ED) on the My School Fund website. If this could work for you,
please do sign up. Sign up today at www.myschoolfund.org Our school registration
number : 29600

Eggs: Don't forget that eggs from our very own chickens are on sale in the office. The
children looking after the chickens are keen to get this money, as we need it to buy food for
the chickens!

Recycling opportunity

We are really pleased to see the success of the recycling box (via Collection4Clothes) for
clothes and other items. For every kg collected, the school receives 40p and also Great
Ormond Street Hospital received a donation: Clothing Collections | Great Ormond Street

Charity (gosh.org)

Please bring items to the box in the school office foyer. The box will be emptied on a regular
basis. So, there is no deadline - bring items along as suits you. The items should be in good
condition - the sort that you would take to a charity shop.


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=I6_Ev_8GZke3r72vO11iDu2zwGpqvNdBscDp_sRiSutUNUlRNk8zMENIUENLRklRNkxBVExOTFdZQS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=I6_Ev_8GZke3r72vO11iDu2zwGpqvNdBscDp_sRiSutUNUlRNk8zMENIUENLRklRNkxBVExOTFdZQS4u
https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=SASA+-+Our+%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3BParent%2FTeacher+Association&pid=41
https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb
http://www.myschoolfund.org/
https://www.gosh.org/about-us/our-fundraising/door-door-fundraising/clothing-collections/
https://www.gosh.org/about-us/our-fundraising/door-door-fundraising/clothing-collections/

Library books: If a book is overdue, a reminder comes from the librarian. If the book is lost
or damaged, the cost of the book is on that overdue reminder slip. Replacing a book or
sending in money to cover the cost of the book enables the library to remain well-stocked.

Information about local events

NHS

School Aged Oxford Health
Immunisation Service NHS Foundation Trust

Does your child still need
a Flu Vaccination?

We are still vaccinating!
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Follow the QR code / link
to consent for your child and make a
community clinic appointment

If you’ve already filled in the consent form,
please book your appointment using the

reference number that was emailed to you from
school.immunisations@nhs.net when you consented

For more information visit
www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/imms



Pre-school group for children 0-4 years old
with their parent/carer

In St Andrew’s Church Room
(at the back of the church)
St Andrew’s Road, Old Headington
OX3 9DL

Thursday mornings 9.30-11:30
during school terms.
No charge.

For more information,
please contact Natacha Huggett
on 07436 837 779
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STARTS 31 AUGUST 2025 | 3 FREE TRIAL SESSIONS
CONTACT YOUTHCHAIR@OXFORDHARLEQUINS.ORG

OXFORD QUINS RFC
HORSPATH SPORTS GROUND

OXFORD ROAD, COWLEY
OXFORD
OX4 2RR




Beezee

(FAMILIES)

Ready to make new habits as a family?

Our free 10-week Beezee Families programme starts soon!

- Get healthy eating tips and free recipes
= Unlock the power of small changes
- Start moving more as a family

@ HelloOxfordshire@maximusuk..co.uk
¥imusSt

03332 208952
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- USKO KARATE

OXFORD g™

AW, “HEADINGTON
\COMMUNITY CENTRE

TUESDAYS

6-7PM KIDS, TEENAGERS,ADULTS

FREE CLASSES THROUGHOUT SEPTEMBER!
T0 BOOK CONTACT LUKE 07398195671

www.usko-karate.co.uk




ART CLASSES

Art Classes for Children 6+
Teen Art Classes

GCSE & A-Level Support
Holiday Art Workshops
Seasonal Family Workshops
Birthday Parties & Events

BOOK A
TRIAL NOW!
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