St Andrew's C of E Primary School 27th
November

Everyone is different. Everyone is special. Everyone is our neighbour.

Tomorrow (Friday 28th November) is an INSET day - children will not be in school.



After this weekend, we start December which means Nativities, Christmas concerts,
Christmas plays, the Christmas fair, Christmas theatre trips and Christmas lunches (reminders
below)!

Monday 1st December 5.30pm - Big Christmas Sing (choir) at Bayards Music Centre (choir
parents/carers tickets available)

Friday 5th December 3.30 - 5.30pm - Christmas Fair (Year 6 running stalls) - Parents/ carers
invited

Monday 8th December 6pm - Year 1 & 2 Nativity at St Andrew's Church (Year 1 & 2 parents/
carers invited)

Tuesday 9th December 10.30am - whole school Christmas Service at St Andrew's Church

Wednesday 10th December 4pm - Year 5 part of Cheney Christmas Concert (Year 5 parents/
carers invited)

Thursday 11th December 6pm - Year 3 & 4 Christmas play in school hall (Year 3 & 4 parents/
carers invited)

Friday 12th December 2.00pm - Year R Nativity in school hall (Year Reception parents/
carers invited)

Tuesday 16th December (am) - Years Reception, 1 & 2 Pegasus Theatre trip (payment
through ParentPay please)

Tuesday 16th December (am) - Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 Oxford Playhouse Theatre trip (payment
through ParentPay please)

Wednesday 17th December - Christmas lunch (see menu) for Years Reception, 1 & 2 (Years 3,
4,5 & 6 packed lunches please)

Thursday 18th December - Christmas lunch (see menu) for Years 3, 4,5 & 6 (YearsR, 1 & 2
packed lunches please)

Friday 19th December - last day of term - early finish (1.15pm Reception/ 1.30pm Years 1 -
6)



Traditional Christmoy Turkey
OR
Mushroom & Squash Wellingtow (VE)

With Roast Potatoes and all the Trimmings &
Festive Vegetables

Book look (Wednesday 26th November - Yrs 1- 6)

It was wonderful to see so many children showing their adults what they have been learning
about this term. Even though we have an open door policy, we know that drop off and pick
up happen outside the classroom; this is so that the teacher is able to settle, teach and
dismiss all 30 children without other adults being involved in those logistics! Therefore, book
looks are a great chance to step inside your child's class, see what they have been working
on by looking through their books and displays on the wall, and enjoy watching your child
proudly share their work.










A message from our Year 6 school councillors

Click here to hear the message: Christmas Wish Tree

To summarise:

In the front lobby there is a 'Christmas wish tree'. Please look at the 'wishes' written on the
stars and take one away if you are able to make that wish come true. There is also an
Amazon wish list if that is easier to access: https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb

Parent/ carer engagement

At St Andrew's, we would love for every parent/carer to feel that they can engage with the
school at the level at which they feel comfortable. For some this might mean becoming a
governor; for others this might mean helping out at an event or being able to contribute
financially.

SASA (St Andrew's School Association) is the parent/carer group of which every adult with a
child in the school is automatically a part. Please can you take the time to complete this brief
survey about SASA (St Andrew's School Association) so that the school can have a better
understanding of how parents/ carers would like to be involved: Parent/ carer engagement —

Fill in form

After school activities finishing dates
After School Club finishes on Thursday 18th December.
Other after school activities finish as follows:

e Judo has now finished until after Christmas - first session back will be Tuesday 13th
January.

e All other activity clubs finish by Friday 5th December, except for Mrs Walker's art
clubs which finish by the following Friday (12th December).

Booking information for Spring after school activities will be sent out by Friday 5th December.


https://9313211.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/TeachersandAdmin/EW7qM81oT0hJleP4AuA7aAEBCOuJWAFvj851R-Ztl4C4Xw?e=W45icD
https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=I6_Ev_8GZke3r72vO11iDu2zwGpqvNdBscDp_sRiSutUNUlRNk8zMENIUENLRklRNkxBVExOTFdZQS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=I6_Ev_8GZke3r72vO11iDu2zwGpqvNdBscDp_sRiSutUNUlRNk8zMENIUENLRklRNkxBVExOTFdZQS4u

Cheney School event
Ancient & Modern Astronomy and Stargazing Evening, 18th December

We are delighted to announce our Ancient and Modern Astronomy Evening at the Iris
Classics Centre at Cheney School on Thursday 18th December.

The event will feature an opening talk from an expert astronomer, planetarium shows, stalls
and activities, and stargazing.

Below are timings for each part of the evening:
4.30 - 5.15pm — planetarium show
5.30 — 6pm — opening talk by Katie Savard, University of Oxford: Black Holes

6 — 8pm — stalls, activities and stargazing — including planetarium shows at 6.15 — 7pm, and
again from 7.15 — 8pm

Please note all three planetarium shows are identical.

If you would like to book places to attend, please fill in this form.

RUMBLE MUSEUM & SIXTH FORM
ENRICHMENT COMMITTEE
_ present :

December 18, 2025
4.30 - 5.15pm - Planetarium Show
5.30 - 6pm - talk on Black Holes by Katie Savard
6 -8pm - Stargazing, Planetarium Shows and activities

www.rumblemuseum.org.uk



https://forms.gle/o8uHzUTszf68hxWy6

Reception places for 2026

Reception Applications for 2026/27 are now open! We look forward to younger siblings
joining our school in September 2026, alongside other new families. Please do ask at the
office if you would like support in completing the application.

The council website states:

Applications for Reception can be submitted from 4 November 2025 until 15 January
2026 for entry to school in the 2026/27 academic year.

Apply well before the deadline of 15 January in case you have any last minute ICT issues. Go
to www.oxfordshire.qov.uk/primaryadmissions for further information and to submit an

application.

Applying online is the best way to apply - it's safe and secure, you can edit your preferences,
and it won't get held up or go missing in the post.

Applications received after 15 January will be considered late and are far less likely to secure
a place at a preferred school.

Key dates when applying for infant or primary schools

1. Choosing your infant or primary school

2. Make an application to infant and primary school

3. Offer day for infant and primary school

4, Waiting lists for infant and primary schools

Key dates
e 4 November 2025 Applications open.
e 15 January 2026 Closing date for applications.
e 30 January 2026 Last date for confirmation of change of address.

e 16 April 2026 National Offer day: offer letters sent by second-class post where
needed and emails sent to those who applied online.

e 30 April 2026 Closing date to respond to offers made on 16 April and to join waiting
list

e September 2026 Start of the school year.


http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications/make-application
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications/offer-day
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications/wl-infant-and-primary

Is your ehild
or 4} years old?

ons s 15 January 2026.

Apply online at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/

primaryadmissions
-it’s quick, easy and secure.

You can get free access to the internet at
many of our libraries and children’s centres
- ask for details at your local facility.
Deadline for
applications
is 15 January 2026

For help and information:
Web: www. ire.gov.
Email: admissi hool f
Tel: 01865 519800 Option 2

OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL

After School Club - change in charge

At St Andrew's we aim to keep costs affordable and provide information in advance where
possible, to reduce financial stress. Due to rising costs, After School Club cost will be raised
from £10.80 to £11.50 from January 2026. We have benchmarked our costs with other after
school club provisions locally and this is consistent with what we found.

ParentPay problems - still ongoing

Huge apologies that we are still experiencing ongoing issues with ParentPay, which also
impacts our communication system.

Topic webs and letters can be found on the website at this link: St Andrew's Church of
England Primary School, Oxford - Termly Topic Webs

Significant complaints have been raised with ParentPay and they are looking into a
resolution. Please bare with us while we try to resolve this. Any outstanding balances can be
settled once the system is back up and running. Thank you for your patience.



https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=Termly+Topic+Webs&pid=24&action=saved
https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=Termly+Topic+Webs&pid=24&action=saved

Health, Safety and safeguarding

Oxfordshire | Oxford Health CAMHS

A new service is now available in Oxfordshire to help parents and carers of children waiting
to be seen by mental health services. Supportive Steps offers short-term clinical workshops
designed to address mental health needs early. This follows a successful pilot and is now
part of the ‘Getting Help’ package offered by Oxfordshire Child and Adolescent Mental
Health Services (CAMHS).

What the Service Provides
¢ Four one-hour online workshops for parents and carers.
e Opportunities to connect with others who have lived experience of similar challenges.

e Practical tips for managing issues such as low mood, anxiety, and early signs of
depression.

e Access to additional online workshops addressing specific mental health needs.
e Potential 1:1 sessions with specialist mental health clinicians.
e Pre-assessment clinical groups for young people waiting for assessment.

* In-person workshops for further support.


https://oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/camhs/oxon/

Dates

Term dates for this academic year (2025-26) are available here.

In addition, class letters will have specific dates for special events, visitors or trips for your
child's class.

Thursday 27th November - non-uniform day (& tombola donation for Christmas fair). Fish &
chip lunch today as school closed on Friday.

Friday 28th November - INSET DAY - no children in school.

Monday 1st December - Big Christmas Sing (Year 4, 5 and 6 children in choir)

Friday 5th December, 3.30 - 5.00pm - Christmas Fair (Year 6 running stalls)

Monday 8th December, 6pm - Year 1 & 2 Nativity at St Andrew's Church

Tuesday 9th December, 10.30am - Whole School Christmas service at St Andrew's Church
Thursday 11th December, 6pm - Year 3 and 4 Christmas play in school

Tuesday 16th December - Theatre trips - Reception & Years 1 & 2 to Pegasus theatre; Years 3
- 6 to Oxford Playhouse (adapted for school children)

Friday 19th December - End of term (1.15pm Yr R/ 1.30pm Yrs 1 - 6)

Helpful information

Eggs: Don't forget that eggs from our very own chickens are on sale in the office. The
children looking after the chickens are keen to get this money, as we need it to buy food for
the chickens!


https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/EAED1C20C3BD9F46A811F0854A9DB856.pdf

Recycling opportunity - CURRENTLY PAUSED UNTIL AFTER CHRISTMAS. PLEASE DO NOT
LEAVE BAGS IN THE FRONT RECEPTION AREA:

We are really pleased to see the success of the recycling box (via Collection4Clothes) for
clothes and other items. For every kg collected, the school receives 40p and also Great
Ormond Street Hospital received a donation: Clothing Collections | Great Ormond Street

Charity (gosh.org)

Please bring items to the box in the school office foyer. The box will be emptied on a regular
basis. So, there is no deadline - bring items along as suits you. The items should be in good
condition - the sort that you would take to a charity shop.

Library books: If a book is overdue, a reminder comes from the librarian. If the book is lost
or damaged, the cost of the book is on that overdue reminder slip. Replacing a book or
sending in money to cover the cost of the book enables the library to remain well-stocked.

School uniform: school-uniform-policy-2023.pdf (primarysite-prod-

sorted.s3.amazonaws.com)

Fundraising:

As a school, we are extremely grateful to our parent body / SASA who look for ways to raise
money for the school, through events such as the fun run, disco, film night etc - this all
supports the wider learning opportunities, such as keeping our lovely library well-stocked,
updating our play equipment, developing our music provision. In addition, as a school, we
seek out opportunities for grants and free events/ trips, to enable all of our pupils to have a
rich learning experience during their time at St Andrew's.

Sometimes families are unable to attend the fund-raising events but would still like to
contribute to the school. For this reason, we have set up the following options:

1. A QR code found on our website.

2. An Amazon 'wish list': https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb

3. Cashback from Sainsburys and Argos — signing up to the MySchoolFund. When
someone signs up using our school code, the individual gets 2% cashback on spend in
Sainsburys and Argos and the school gets 1% in eGift vouchers. Link to our school
(use postcode OX3 9ED) on the My School Fund website. If this could work for you,
please do sign up. Sign up today at www.myschoolfund.org Our school registration
number : 29600



https://www.gosh.org/about-us/our-fundraising/door-door-fundraising/clothing-collections/
https://www.gosh.org/about-us/our-fundraising/door-door-fundraising/clothing-collections/
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-andrews-church-of-england-oxford/UploadedDocument/6efca4e1-6fb9-426a-bcad-55310241cd17/school-uniform-policy-2023.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/st-andrews-church-of-england-oxford/UploadedDocument/6efca4e1-6fb9-426a-bcad-55310241cd17/school-uniform-policy-2023.pdf
https://www.st-andrews-pri.oxon.sch.uk/page/?title=SASA+-+Our+%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3B%26%238203%3BParent%2FTeacher+Association&pid=41
https://amzn.eu/2DAkpvb
http://www.myschoolfund.org/

As a well-known supermarket states: 'Every little counts!'



Information about local events

HEADINGTON SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP : extended learning for all ages

27.11.25

CHRISTMAS IN OXFORD oxford.gov. i xford
A useful list!

CHRISTMAS TRAILS AND MARKETS

BROAD STREET CHRISTMAS MARKET Broad Street, 0X1 3BS
‘Christmas in Oxford’ is more than just a market - it's a celebration of everything that makes this time of year
special. Whether you're shopping for unique gifts, meeting friends for a festive catch-up, or simply enjoying

the magical atmosphere, there’s something here for everyone - every day until 31 December (except Christmas
day) from 10.00 with stalls, music, food, fairground entertainment

Bar, food & entertainment Sunday and Monday — 10.00 to 8.00 Tuesday — Saturday — 10.00 to 10.00

Market stalls Sunday to Wednesday ~ 10.00t06.00  Thursday to Saturday — 10.00 to 8.00
https:/iwww.christmasinoxford.co.uk/

HEADINGTON ACTION CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS SWITCH ON Headington Carfax

Saturday 6 December 4.30-5.30

4.30 Headington Carollers - mince pies, mulled wine, soft drinks

4.55 countdownto 5.00 lights switch on by the Lord Mayor of Oxford

5.00 community singing round the tree

THANKS to the City Council, City and County Councillors, local businesses for donations

WATERPERRY DECEMBER CHRISTMAS MARKET  Waterperry Gardens, Waterperry, OX33 1LA
Get into the Christmas spirit by visiting the Christmas Market : 6 & 7 December, 10.00-4.00.

Christmas shopping galore, the Art and Craft Stalls will have gorgeous handmade gift ideas, festive food and drink, all
nestled under cover in the plant area.

Abrass band will be playing on the Saturday to bring that extra festive feel to this ever-popular event.

With Christmas shopping also in the gardens gallery, gift bam and Christmas shop and not forgetting the festive reindeer
trail in the gardens for the children, there will be something for everyon

o
Garden entry fee adult winter season £9 children under 16 free
Please note: You do not have to pay entrance charges to visit the plant centre, garden shop, gallery, gift barn and
the wonderful teashop café

One carer or companion is admitted free of charge per wheelchair user, visually impaired visitor or another person
whose disability necessitates a carer but adult carers of all children under 16 are expected to pay.

Dogs are not allowed in the garden, with the exception of registered support dogs.

CHRISTMAS CRAFTERNOON Blackwell Hall, Weston Library, Broad Street, 0X1 3BG

Saturday 6 December 12.00-3.00

A cosy aftemoon of crafts, suitable for all ages - make quirky collaged cards, sparkly baubles and printed paperchains

ready for the festive season. There will also be storytelling and a festive rhymetime for the littlest elves.

FREE, just drop in! publicengagement@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
isit.bod]

CHRISTMAS FAIR Oxford Botanic Garden, Rose Lane, OX1 4AZ
Saturday 6 December 10.00 - 6.00 (last entry 5.00) Sunday 7 December 10.00 - 4.00 (last entry 3.00)

Early bird tickets available until 21 November adult£10.80 concession £9.70 under 16 £3

A joyful celebration of local craftsmanship and seasonal charm, set against the backdrop of the historic Botanic
Garden. Browse over fifty thoughtfully selected stallholders

There's plenty to enjoy throughout the day including live music, festive craft activities, and trails to explore the Garden
‘And don’t miss the chance to make a winter wish with Mother Christmas at her Magical Grotto.

‘Warm up with mulled wine in the conservatory and enjoy delicious hot food from local food traders.

tp fair-2025
TRAILS AT THE ARBORETUM Harcourt Arboretum, Nuneham Courtenay, OX44 9PX
Arboretum activity backpack activities and trail best for ages 3-
Arboretum adventure geocache trail st for ages 8+
The 12 trees of Christmas trail all £2 - with prizes - collect at the entrance desk

Arboretum entry adult£9 concession £7.20 under 16 free

ANCIENT AND MODERN ASTRONOMY STARGAZING EVENING
Iris Classics Centre, Cheney School, OX3 7QH
Thursday 18th December featuring an opening talk from an expert astronomer, planetarium shows, stalls and
activities, and stargazing — not weather dependent!
Programme
430-5.15  planetarium show
530-6.00 Black holes with Katie Savard, University of Oxford
6.00-8.00 stalls, activities and stargazing
including planetarium shows at 6.15 - 7.00, from 7.15 - 8.00
all three planetarium shows are identical
If you would like to book FREE places to attend, please complete the on line form
1 i i 18th.

1/ g y
december/ contact Lorna Robinson _Iro@cheneyschool.org

MOX MUSEUM OF OXFORD The Town Hall, St Aldate’s, OX1 1BX
Celebrating 50 years! _It's been fifty years since MOX first opened its doors in 1975. To mark this special year, it is
collaborating with Oxford's communities to weave together fifty new stories that reflect the vibrant and diverse
heritage of our city. This exhibition puts the spotlight on the community groups, volunteers, change-makers, and
artists across the city who have been working on it through this year

HANDS ON HISTORY Saturdays 13, 22, 29 December 11.00-12.30, 1.30-3.00

handle artefacts and learn the stories behind them FREE drop in

LIGHT IT UP - PAPER GASLAMP  Saturdays 22, 29 December  11.00-12.30, 1.30-3.00

Craft a paper lantern inspired by Oxford's historical gas lamps! This hands-on activity invites families to leamn about the
history of gas lamps in Oxford, whilst using their creativity to design and build their own lantern.

This is a FREE, drop in event. suitable for ages 5+. children must be supervised at all times,

it-up-paper-gastamp-making. 12:22
y/family,

SCIENCE OXFORD The Science Oxford Centre, Stansfeld Park, Quarry Road, 0X3 8SB

FAMILY DAYS every Saturday - two hours in the Exploration Zone 10.00-12.00, 12.30-2.30, 3.00-5.00

and all day access to the woodlands best for ages 3+ but all are welcome

£8.50 per person which includes the Eventbrite fee - free for Under 3s

You are advised to book in advance i ily-days-every-saturday

STEM THEMED SATURDAY CLUBS most Saturdays ~ 10.00-11.30, 12.30-2.00, 3.00-4.30

£15 per child ing adult(s) free i i ford.

helping you and your child to leam from each other and work together while trying out new things

book now - they sell out quickly! htps:/scienceoxford.com/whats-on

SCIENCE CLUB - LIGHT UP FESTIVE CARDS Saturday 13 December 10.00, 12.30, 3.00

for ages 5-9 festive-card

BRIGHT SPARKS Barton Neighbourhood Centre, Underhill Circus, OX3 9LS

Wednesdays 3.45-4.45 until 3 December lively and fun creative movement sessions for 511 year olds
FREE - book on line or just turn up
Jjanedancinoxford@outlook.com 07538789721  www.dancinoxford.co.uk/whats-on

COURTSIDE @ BURY KNOWLE HUB Bury Knowle Park, OX3 9JJ
FOREVER ACTIVE

Every Monday for 2 hours from 10.00 there’s a morning of multi social activities, playing shuffleboard, mini
golf and mini tennis in a friendly environment at a gentle pace. This s a perfect session if you are looking to
increase your activity levels and socialise with others at the same time! Just £5 - through until 15 December

1964
SUPER SATURDAYS

Kick off your weekend with a Hub Saturday session! Whether you're looking for your little one’s first lesson, a
lively blend of tennis and fitness, or a chance to level up your skills, there’s something for everyone. Make
your Saturday morning the highlight of your week.

There’s also YOGA and NETBALL and of course the delightful CAFE

And the Spring term activity bookings have been released https:/icourtside.uk/bury-knowle

Lesley Williams Headington Extended Schools Coordinator 07982439 828
lesley.willi i ip.co.uk
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FESTIVE FUN DAYS!
THE PERFECT COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS

BOOK ONLINE - WWW.IGNITESPORTUK.COM
4-16 year olds | Childcare vouchers accepted | OFSTED Registered /
HAF funded places - please enquire at office@ignitesportuk.com

Autism - Improving Communication 8 DEC 10am
Improving Family Communication 8 DEC 7pm
Supporting A Child with ADHD 9 DEC 10am

Understanding Addictive Behaviour 9 DEC 7pm

Anxiety Based School Avoidance 15 DEC 10am

Understanding Anger 15 DEC 7pm

Supporting Healthy Screen Use 16 DEC 10am

Facing Defiance 16 DEC 7pm




CHRISTMAS

tngton, LIGHT BUS
@
7 2025 Oxford Christmas Light Festival Route Map

3
30 Bus passes non-stop.
Bus stops here

Route 1
Friday 14" November

oo
oxford ovgeseeni
A @ bk !
and 20"
| 3 4 5 6 anymeime |7 8 .
111130 am Storytime
tirprpes et
u 12 13 meime |1 g ey |15 semsonatcans
e orrl
(alontonguagecaté | Stay and Play Workshop*
9:30-11:30 am 11am-12pm
18 19 20 oo |a -
orytime | o Mattews P | oo | Storvtime
11-1130am oy 13pm 10:30-11am
25 26 27w |28 29
n_—— Stay and Play
10-11:30 am

Adult events
Children’s events



TRAINING

AGES 4+ YEARS OLD
EVERY,SUNDAY,10AM

'STARTS 31 AUGUST 2025 | 3 FREE TRIAL SESSIONS
‘OUTHCH:! @OXFORDHARLEQUINS.ORG

OXFORD QUINS RFC
UND

Ready to make new habits as a family?

Our free 10-week Beezee Families programme starts soon!

- Get healthy eating tips and free recipes
= Unlock the power of small changes
- Start moving more as a family

Where:

@ HelloOxfordshire@maximusuk.co.uk o

03332 208952

2%/ COUNTY COUNCIL
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ACADEMY

EVERY SATURDAY AT OXFORD BROOKES UNIVERSITY

JUNIORS

CHOREOGRAPHY
& FOUNDATIONS

SATURDAY | 10-11:30AM | AGES 7-10YRS+

BEGINNER/INTERMEDIATE

CHOREOGRAPHY
& FOUNDATIONS

SATURDAY | 12-2PM | AGES 11-18YRS+

INTERMEDIATE/ ADVANCED

CHOREOGRAPHY
& FOUNDATIONS

SATURDAY | 2-4PM | AGES 15YRS+

UNION HALL, JOHN HENRY BROOKES BUILDING,
HEADINGTON CAMPUS, GIPSY LANE, OX3 OBP
£185 FOR ALL / £15 DROP IN

WWW.BODYPOLITICDANCE.COM

O KARATE

OXFORD 1y

- HEADINGTON
COMMUNITY CENTRE
TUESDAYS

FREE CLASSES THROUGHOUT SEPTEMBER!
T0 BOOK CONTACT LUKE 07398195671

www.usko-karate.co.uk




ART CLASSES

Art Classes for Children 6+
Teen Art Classes

GCSE & A-Level Support
Holiday Art Workshops
Seasonal Family Workshops
Birthday Parties & Events

BOOK A
TRIAL NOW!

44

COMMITTED TO SAFEGUARDING | OFSTED REGISTERED | CHILDCARE VOUCHERS ACCEPTED

E‘:T:ﬁr"il 07384 670391
BE o, art K

By e
E‘ﬁii_ R:' 37 South Parade, Summertown, Oxford OX2 7JN
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